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AMERICAN RECOVERY AND
REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 92 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 1.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
1) making supplemental appropriations
for job preservation and creation, in-
frastructure investment, energy effi-
ciency and science, assistance to the
unemployed, and State and local fiscal
stabilization, for fiscal year ending
September 30, 2009, and for other pur-
poses, with Mr. TIERNEY in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. When the Committee of
the Whole rose on Tuesday, January 27,
2009, all time for general debate pursu-
ant to House Resolution 88 had expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 92, fur-
ther general debate shall be confined to
the bill and amendments specified in
that resolution and shall not exceed 1
hour equally divided and controlled by
the chairman and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Appro-
priations.

The gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
OBEY) and the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LEWIS) each will control 30
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, I yield to
the gentlewoman from New York for a
unanimous consent request.

(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. MALONEY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding and for his leader-
ship on this tremendously important
bill, and I place in the RECORD my
statement in strong support of the
American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act.

Mr. Chair, the current economic cri-
sis requires bold solutions that address
the enormity of our economic woes,
and the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Plan will do just that.

The $825 billion recovery package
that we are voting on will create or
save an estimated 4 million jobs and
will make key investments in our fu-
ture.

But first and foremost, the economic
recovery package focuses on blunting
the effects of the recession and helping
families in need.

In addition to increasing food stamp
benefits and expanding unemployment
benefits, our plan protects health care
coverage for roughly 20 million Ameri-
cans during this recession by increas-
ing the Federal Medicaid Assistance
Percentage (FMAP) so that no state
has to cut eligibility for Medicaid and
SCHIP, the children’s health insurance
program, because of budget shortfalls.
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For my home state of New York it
more than doubles the FMAP match
resulting in roughly $10.42 billion over
9 quarters. This is critical funding for
our state which is seeing an increase in
caseloads as a result of the recession.

The recovery plan also invests in im-
portant needs that have been neglected
over the past eight years. America’s
school, roads, bridges, and water sys-
tems are in disrepair and this is cre-
ating a drag on economic growth.

Our plan will spread job creation out
over the next two years, which will
soften the downturn and foster a solid
economic recovery.

We have an historic opportunity to
make the investments necessary to
modernize our public infrastructure,
transition to a clean energy economy,
and make us more competitive in the
21st century.

It’s time to get our economy back on
track. I urge my colleagues to support
the American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Plan.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, I yield my-
self 5 minutes.

Mr. Chairman, this economy is in cri-
sis. The financial system of the coun-
try is in crisis. Retirement plans of
millions of Americans have been de-
stroyed. Families are angered and ter-
rified. They see layoffs happening all
around them. They and their friends
are not only losing their jobs, they are
losing health coverage. They are losing
their ability to help their kids pay for
college education.

President Bush, when he saw the ini-
tial stages of the problem, got Congress
to give him $750 billion to try to calm
the chaos on Wall Street.
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President Obama is now looking for
action to help Main Street. This pack-
age is designed to create jobs through
construction and through changing the
way we do business in the field of en-
ergy. It attempts to try to help victims
of the recession by providing unem-
ployment insurance, by increasing
their ability to get Medicaid coverage
if they lose their health care coverage
and by increasing their ability to be
able to afford COBRA payments if they
lose their health insurance. This pro-
posal is also aimed at rebuilding the
economy, especially by changing the
way this economy works in the energy
area, in the science area and in the
technology area. And I think we need
to be about getting that done.

This bill is hugely expensive. But it
is not nearly so costly as continuing
business as usual. It has a big price tag
because we are dealing with a big prob-
lem.

Unfortunately, the debate has been
incredibly trivialized. Last night, for
instance, we heard speaker after speak-
er discuss the need to act. But then
they would say, ‘“Well, I can’t vote for
this package because it contains
money for the arts or money for the
Mall.” I would like to put those two
items in perspective.
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The arts funding in this bill is a tiny
fraction of this entire bill. The arts ex-
penditure in this bill represents about 6
cents out of every $1,000 contained in
this legislation. People ask, well, what
does funding for the arts have to do
with jobs? It is very simple. People in
the arts field are losing their jobs just
like anybody else. You have local arts
agencies, you have local orchestras,
local symphonies and local arts groups
of all kinds who are shutting down,
laying people off, and in a number of
instances going bankrupt. This is a
small, tiny effort to keep some of those
people employed over the next 2 years.
I make no apology for it. We have an
obligation to salvage as many jobs as
we can regardless of the fields in which
people work.

The second issue is the Mall. People
say, ‘“‘Well, goodness gracious, what on
Earth does spending for the Mall have
to do with creating jobs?” Well, Mr.
Chairman, I would point out that,
again, the funding for the Mall rep-
resents about 25 cents of every $1,000 in
this bill, a tiny, tiny fraction. Three-
quarters of that amount was directed
at trying to preserve the Jefferson Me-
morial which is slowly sinking into the
Tidal Basin and needs to be salvaged.
But because these items have become
such distractions, we’ve decided to
take several items out. So the Mall is
gone. We don’t have to worry about re-
furbishing the Mall any more. That
will have to wait for another time.

My point in discussing these two
items is to simply express my regret at
the way this debate has been
trivialized. But I also think that it is
revealing because I think it tells us
what is really going on. And in my
view, what is going on is this. At least
one of the leaders in the Republican
Caucus advised his caucus members
that the way for the Republican minor-
ity to behave was to behave ‘‘like a
thousand mosquitoes’ to harass the
majority. That may suit somebody’s
legislative style. It would not suit
mine.

The CHAIR. The time of the gen-
tleman has expired.

Mr. OBEY. I yield myself 3 additional
minutes.

But I think that comment is revela-
tory because that, for all practical pur-
poses, is what we saw last night, many
Members behaving like mosquitoes, fo-
cusing on trivia and ignoring the big
picture. Some people will say, ‘‘Oh,
you’re moving too fast.”” I would point
out, this work should have been done 3
and 4 months ago. Some of us tried in
September to pass a very small eco-
nomic recovery package. The then-
Bush White House would have no part
of it. They were not interested. So
we’ve had to wait until now. But it is
now essential for us to move. We’ve got
to get this job on the road. Every week
that we delay is another 100,000 or more
people unemployed. I don’t think we
want that on any of our consciences.

This package is aimed at creating
jobs. It’s aimed at helping people who
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are most impacted by the recession.
And it is aimed at trying to modernize
and freshen parts of the economy so
that we can rebuild the ability of mid-
dle-income families to actually in-
crease their income over time.

Mr. Chairman, the main reason we’re
in this fix today is because over the
last almost 20 years or more, we have
had very little wage growth and very
little income growth on the part of av-
erage working families in this country.
In fact, if you go back to the year 2001,
95 percent of the income growth in this
country has gone into the pockets of
the wealthiest 10 percent of American
families. That means that the other 90
percent, the great middle American
family swath, those families have been
trying to keep their heads above water.
And how have they been doing it? By
borrowing. So they borrowed for hous-
ing. They borrowed for tuition. They
borrowed for health care. They bor-
rowed for a lot of other things. And
now the rubber band has finally
snapped. The markets are in chaos,
people are panicked, and we’ve got to
try to do something to stabilize the sit-
uation. We have to try to reinflate the
purchasing power of consumers, and we
have to do it in such a way that we
build an opportunity for average work-
ing families to raise their income again
so that they aren’t beset by the same
economic problems that they were
beset by the last 10 years.

With that, Mr. Chairman, I would
urge an ‘‘aye’’ vote for this package.

I reserve the balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from California.

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Chair-
man, I very much appreciate your rec-
ognizing this mosquito who is rising to
urge people to look very, very carefully
at this package before they decide to
vote ‘‘yes’ or ‘‘no,” but specifically for
those who really want to see our new
President have a chance at success
over these next couple of years. Indeed
we are going to need as many people
positively addressing this huge pack-
age as we possibly can.

The CHAIR. Does the gentleman
from California wish to yield himself
such time as he may consume?

Mr. LEWIS of California. I very much
appreciate the Chairman asking that
question, and since you did, I will yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I am very, very intrigued by my col-
league suggesting that this bill really
shouldn’t bother too many people be-
cause it’s long overdue and certainly
desperately needed. And indeed, he was
almost mocking some of those ques-
tions raised yesterday about programs,
people suggesting that the money that
we’'re talking about for the arts in
some way is not stimulus, that the
money that we might put in the Na-
tional Mall in some ways isn’t really
meaningful stimulus. I have the bill
here on my desk. Someone wrote ear-
lier that the cost of this bill is approxi-
mately $1.18 billion per page.

It’s about time we began to recognize
that the money we're talking about is

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

not just huge in terms of numbers of
dollars, but potentially a very huge
burden on future generations of Ameri-
cans. As we debate this stimulus pack-
age, we’re throwing around an awful
lot of big numbers. But let’s be very
clear that these big numbers are real
dollars and that real families are in-
volved. In my own family, we have
seven children, my wife and I, and from
that some 11 grandchildren. Those
grandchildren are going to be paying
for this all their lifetime, long after
the chairman and I are angels. If every
American family were asked equally to
shoulder the burden of this $816 billion
stimulus package, it would be like ask-
ing to take on an additional $10,247 for
each family.

Our constituents are already facing
unprecedented economic challenges.
They want credible economic stimulus.

I remember the chairman suggesting
throughout this discussion that he
spent an awful lot of time with us in
consultation looking for input as to
what ought to be in this package. I re-
member the first session that he and I
had in his office. It wasn’t a long ses-
sion, but it was a stimulating one in
which he suggested that the package
that was going to come forth would
likely be designed to stimulate the
economy to create jobs. And he talked
about infrastructure as being one of
the major items. My goodness. The in-
frastructure in this bill, the infrastruc-
ture spending is something less than 10
percent of the whole package. And for
shovel-ready projects, it is smaller
than that. I also remember the second
session I had with my chairman regard-
ing this matter. We spent almost a
whole hour together in that discussion.
He asked if I had a pencil so I could
write down some of the numbers. He
was going to describe what might be a
part of the package. 1 was really
thrilled he was going to be that per-
sonal with his ranking member on the
committee and actually get involved so
we would have a chance to evaluate it.
And my chairman, as he was watching
me make notes and my staff making
notes, decided probably not to tell me
that a day and a half later he was
issuing a 15-page press release before
the bill had been filed that went into a
considerable amount of detail, consid-
erably more than he shared with either
his ranking member or any of the rest
of the members, at least on my side of
the aisle, in the Appropriations Com-
mittee.

It is my understanding that many a
subcommittee chairman, or at least
their staff, were told very specifically
that there was an embargo relative to
their communicating and sharing in-
formation with our subcommittee staff
people as well as subcommittee mem-
bers. The minority was not included in
developing this package. And it has be-
come a horrendous package that is
going to place a burden on the Amer-
ican people for a lifetime.

While Members are proceeding with
nothing but good intentions in this
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package, let us be mindful of the fact
that this additional burden will be
placed squarely on the backs of our
children. But also let us be mindful of
the fact that next week we are going to
be considering an omnibus package
that involves over 410 billion additional
dollars. And we didn’t get the work
done. Indeed, that package is going to
come to us with all kinds of funding
that should have been done and should
be available already. But the chairman
chose to put that spending on the shelf
in order to develop this stimulus pack-
age with others in his leadership.

I presume what that really means is
that within this bill is all kinds of
funding that had its beginning within
those nine other bills that now we are
going to eventually get to next week.
You combine TARP with this package,
you take a look at that 400 plus billion
dollars, people have been talking about
additional interest costs—we are talk-
ing about in a very short period of time
over $1.5 trillion that the majority is
running forward with, with very little
concern about the impact that this
might very well have on our grand-
children.
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I must say that many of us feel a lit-
tle sorry for what this work will do to
our families.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, I yield my-
self 1 minute.

Mr. Chairman, the minority contin-
ually spouts the myth that the minor-
ity was not allowed to be involved in
the development of this legislation.
Here are the facts:

In September, when we developed our
first recovery package, I specifically
asked the ranking minority member of
this committee to please let us know
what he felt ought to be in that pack-
age and what shouldn’t.

In December, we held a hearing with
a number of governors and other wit-
nesses on the issue of a stimulus or re-
covery package. The ranking minority
member urged Republican members of
the committee not to show up at that
hearing, and only three did.

In December again, I sent a letter to
every member of the Appropriations
Committee, Republican and Demo-
cratic alike, asking them for their
input. We got a lot of suggestions from
both sides of the aisle, although obvi-
ously a number of the Republican
members preferred to provide their in-
formation on a confidential basis be-
cause they evidently felt——

The CHAIR. The time of the gen-
tleman has expired.

Mr. OBEY. I yield myself an addi-
tional minute. They evidently felt they
were being discouraged from partici-
pating so that it would be easier for
them to vote ‘‘no’ on the final pack-
age.

On January 11, I sat down with the
ranking member of this committee and
discussed in general terms where 1
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thought the bill was going and again
urged that we be given any information
about what program levels they
thought were appropriate; got no real
indication of interest.

On January 13, I met and went over
what we were thinking about doing in
detail with the ranking member of this
committee. And again, we got very lit-
tle indication that there was any real
interest at the top of the power ladder
in the Republican Caucus in having the
Republicans participate in this process.

So if someone says, ‘“‘I'm sorry I was
shut out,” but it is they who turned
the key in the lock that kept them on
the outside, that certainly isn’t our
fault. We have tried to welcome any
advice, any suggestions from any
source—not just Members of Congress,
but others in this society—and this
product reflects that.

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Chairman, I normally would not
proceed in this fashion, but I could
have guessed that the chairman might
react to some of those remarks that I
made—especially remarks about his
falling over backwards to cooperate
with the minority—so I would like to
take a little time to be very specific
about this.

I appreciate Chairman OBEY making
the point that he reached out to the
minority on the stimulus package. He
did reach out to me, as the ranking
member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee, and I made three suggestions
relating to how the bill could become a
bill that many Republicans could sup-
port.

I suggested that Chairman OBEY con-
sider less spending, and especially re-
moving spending for those items that
are not stimulus and should be funded
through the regular appropriations
process. What happened? Spending on
programs that don’t create jobs actu-
ally increased, particularly those in
the Labor, Health and Human Services
Subcommittee that Chairman OBEY
chairs himself.

I suggested that Chairman OBEY con-
sider lowering the top line of spending
on this package. What happened? The
top line on spending actually in-
creased.

I suggested a greater emphasis on
targeted tax cuts for low-income fami-
lies and small businesses. What hap-
pened? The tax relief portion of this
stimulus bill got smaller as the top
line on spending increased.

It’s one thing to seek constructive
input in the hopes of building bipar-
tisan consensus on a bill as important
as this package, but that clearly has
not happened. Judging from the legis-
lation as presently written, it’s quite
clear that the majority’s desire is less
about creating jobs and stimulating
the economy and more about spending
the public’s money.

Do not for one minute believe that
this bill reflects the input of House Re-
publicans or even many House Demo-
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crats. This bill was largely written by
two people. Any suggested negotiations
on this legislation occurred between
the Speaker and my chairman, Mr.
OBEY. That’s not a negotiation, that is
a travesty, a mockery, a sham. Wow!
What a shame to waste a historic op-
portunity to bring Republicans and
Democrats together to roll up our
sleeves and work in a bipartisan fash-
ion.

It’s not too late to make this a better
bill, a bipartisan bill. As I said in my
opening remarks, I sincerely want the
President to be successful. The chal-
lenges we face do transcend politics. If
the President or his staff are listening,
I ask them to pursue bipartisanship so
this can be a package both Democrats
and Republicans will support.

I say one more time, travesty begins
when there’s a flat embargo at a sub-
committee level when our majority
staff is told they shouldn’t be commu-
nicating with the minority staff. Bipar-
tisanship is the best of our committee,
and if this pattern continues, our com-
mittee is not going to be able to con-
tinue to produce products worthy of its
name.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, I yield 2
minutes to the distinguished majority
whip.

Mr. CLYBURN. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding time and thank
him so much for all that he’s done to
put together this great package.

Mr. Chairman, I rise in strong sup-
port of this balanced, responsible re-
covery package that will put America
back to work. I want to thank—in ad-
dition to Chairman OBEY—Speaker
PELOSI, Chairman RANGEL, Chairman
OBERSTAR, Chairman MILLER, Chair-
woman SLAUGHTER, and all the other
chairmen who have made sure that the
bill reflected the pressing needs of our
economy.

I also would like to thank the staffs
who worked so diligently in con-
structing this bill, particularly Amy
Rosenbaum in the Speaker’s office,
Beverly Pheto of the Appropriations
Committee, Janice Mayes of Ways and
Means, and David Hensfelt of Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

I have listened intently to the oppo-
nents of this legislation, and per their
usual prescription, they tell us that
only tax cuts can cure this recession.
But Mr. Chairman, what good is a tax
cut when you don’t have a job? Amer-
ica works when Americans work.

In South Carolina, my home State,
the unemployment rate is 9.5 percent,
the third highest in the Nation. More
than 26,000 South Carolinians joined
the jobless ranks last month, raising
the total number of unemployed in the
State to a record 210,000.

Our package is balanced. It has mid-
dle class tax cuts, it has business tax
cuts, it has investments in our physical
infrastructure. It is the right mix of
spending and tax breaks to get Amer-
ica working again.
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This legislation is pro-growth and
pro-business. Allow me to quote from
the letter that the National Associa-
tion of Manufacturers sent yesterday.
“We strongly support a number of pro-
visions in the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act. This legislation—
which combines targeted tax incen-
tives and increased investments in
areas critical to our competitiveness—
will help get our Nation’s economy
back on track and ensure job creation
and sustainable economic growth.”

The CHAIR. The time of the gen-
tleman has expired.

Mr. OBEY. 1 yield 1 additional
minute.

Mr. CLYBURN. I also have a stack of
letters from business organizations, all
endorsing this package, including the
National Black Chamber of Commerce,
the Community Bankers, and the Na-
tional Association of Realtors.

President Obama was joined by a
dozen CEOs this morning who have en-
dorsed this package. We have a letter
from 120 high-tech CEOs endorsing the
investments we make in our digital in-
frastructure.

So in closing, Mr. Chairman, Fortune
100 CEOs from all sectors are telling us
that this is the right course of action.
I urge my colleagues to choose progress
over partisanship. Vote ‘“‘yes” on this
recovery package. And let’s put Ameri-
cans back to work.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF MANUFACTURERS,
Washington, DC, January 27, 2009.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER,
Minority Leader, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.
Hon. STENY HOYER,
Majority Leader, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.
Hon. ERIC CANTOR,
Minority Whip, House
Washington, DC.
Hon. JAMES CLYBURN,
Majority Whip, House
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER, LEADER HOYER,
LEADER BOEHNER, CONGRESSMAN CLYBURN,
AND CONGRESSMAN CANTOR: The National As-
sociation of Manufacturers (NAM) is grati-
fied by the commitment of the bipartisan,
bicameral Congressional leadership and the
Obama Administration to move quickly on a
legislative package to help get America
working again. Manufacturers recognize that
immediate action is needed to address the
unprecedented challenges faced by all sec-
tors of the economy.

NAM members believe a balanced tax and
investment package designed to have an im-
mediate impact on job providers and the peo-
ple who depend on them, will go a long way
to spur economic revitalization. To this end,
we strongly support a number of provisions
in the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act scheduled for debate this week. This leg-
islation—which combines targeted tax incen-
tives and increased investment in areas crit-
ical to our competitiveness—will help get
our nation’s economy back on track and en-
sure job creation and sustainable economic
growth.

In particular, the NAM supports the fol-
lowing measures:

Tax Relief for Struggling Companies: Net
operating loss (NOL) relief has a proven

of Representatives,

of Representatives,
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track record of helping companies through
tough times. Extending the carry back pe-
riod to five years will provide an immediate
infusion of cash for struggling companies of
all sizes, in a broad, cross-section of indus-
tries. The loss carry back extension will help
companies retain jobs, make critical invest-
ments and, in some cases, simply keep their
doors open.

Broad Investment Incentives: Capital in-
vestment is key to sustainable economic
growth and job creation. Extending the 2008
““enhanced’ expensing and ‘‘bonus deprecia-
tion” provisions that allow all companies to
take a current 50 percent write-off will help
spur needed investment.

Housing: The housing market collapse re-
mains at the core of our nation’s economic
crisis and it is critical that any economic re-
covery plan include proposals to stabilize
and revitalize the housing industry. The pro-
posed enhancements to the home buyers’ tax
credit will encourage people to reenter the
housing market, helping to retain and create
job opportunities in numerous housing-re-
lated industry sectors.

Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy:
Energy efficiency upgrades can reduce en-
ergy costs. Proposed new incentives and ex-
tensions and enhancements of existing provi-
sions will encourage investment in energy
efficient equipment and sources of renewable
energy. While we support an investment
strategy to achieve energy efficiency, the
NAM would oppose mandates that lock in
higher energy costs for manufacturers. We
continue to believe that the adequacy of do-
mestic energy supply remains one of the big-
gest challenges impacting manufacturers
and their decisions on where to locate.

Highway, Aviation and Waterways: Pro-
viding additional funding to states and local-
ities struggling to make progress on the
growing backlog of transportation infra-
structure projects will go a long way to
strengthen our nation’s transportation infra-
structure, a critical priority for manufactur-
ers. Similarly, funding a 21st century sat-
ellite-based air traffic control system will
significantly enhance safety and energy effi-
ciency while relieving congestion at our na-
tion’s crowded airports. Likewise, fully fund-
ing the Army Corps of Engineers water re-
sources program will address millions of dol-
lars of unmet needs related to high priority
operations and maintenance along the inland
waterway system.

Water and Sewer Facilities: Funding to up-
date and modernize our nation’s drinking
and wastewater infrastructure will help pro-
mote sound environmental policy and manu-
facturing competitiveness, while providing
manufacturing and construction jobs.

Health Information Technology: Rising
health care costs are a significant concern
because they limit manufacturers’ ability to
create new jobs or invest in new tech-
nologies, ideas, or products. New funding and
incentives to promote the widespread adop-
tion of a uniform, interoperable system of
health information technology (HIT) will in-
crease transparency, reduce medical costs
and improve the quality of patient care.

Workforce Development: Many unem-
ployed workers are not trained in the tech-
niques and technologies necessary to fill a
number of the jobs existing today and those
that would be created by the stimulus pack-
age. These technical jobs require either post-
secondary training or specific skills, which
is why this must be an important component
of any economic stimulus.

Broadband: Initiatives to promote the de-
ployment of high-speed broadband infra-
structure in unserved and underserved areas
will help ensure that high-speed Internet
service is available everywhere in America.
Benefits will be felt immediately in business,
education and healthcare.
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Basic R&D: Federal funding for basic re-
search and development by the Department
of Energy’s Office of Science, the Depart-
ment of Commerce’s National Institute of
Standards and Technology (NIST) and the
National Science Foundation will support
our nation’s ability to strengthen innovation
in industries, foster a green economy and
create new jobs in cutting-edge technologies.

The NAM recognizes that action by the
House of Representatives will be a signifi-
cant step. We urge you to move expedi-
tiously to address our economic crisis.
Throughout the debate in the House and
Senate, we are committed to working with
you to strengthen the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act with additional provi-
sions that will also create jobs and have a
highly beneficial impact on our economy, in-
cluding needed pension changes, additional
tax relief to accelerate clean coal tech-
nologies, incentives to bring foreign earnings
back to the United States, expansion of do-
mestic energy resources, such as offshore ex-
ploration, and expansion of our nuclear en-
ergy infrastructure.

If the National Association of Manufactur-
ers can provide any information on these or
any other issues, please do not hesitate to
call me at (202) 637-3000.

Thank you for your leadership.

Sincerely,
JOHN ENGLER,
President and CEO.
BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE,
Washington, DC, January 27, 2009.

To MEMBERS OF THE U.S. HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES: Business Roundtable supports
the Administration and Congress’ goal to de-
velop an economic package to put our econ-
omy back on the path of long-term growth
and urges swift action.

In working with the Congress and Adminis-
tration to put together this critically impor-
tant economic package, Business Roundtable
relied on several key principles that we be-
lieve are necessary to ensure growth and
which are being incorporated into both the
House and Senate bills: provide middle class
tax relief, which will increase American fam-
ilies’ net incomes and bolster consumer con-
fidence; repair and modernize our infrastruc-
ture, which will help put Americans back to
work and enhance American competitive-
ness; stabilize the deteriorating housing
market; enhance access to education and
training so American workers can develop
the skills needed to take on new jobs and
more effectively compete in the global econ-
omy; and stimulate business investment.

We are facing one of the most difficult pe-
riods in the history of the U.S. economy.
Business Roundtable believes that a stim-
ulus package that targets projects that can
be rapidly deployed in the economy is the
quickest way to stabilize the economy and
create new jobs. With more than two million
jobs lost in 2008—and accelerating job losses
in the past three months—decisive action is
needed if we are to return our economy to a
path for growth and full employment and
provide American workers and families with
the opportunity to enhance their standards
of living.

To be effective quickly, the stimulus pack-
age needs to focus on areas of the economy
that provide maximum effects in terms of
new jobs and investments that will enhance
our nation’s ability to compete in the global
economy. At the same time, it must reject
policies, such as ‘“Buy American’’ and other
restrictions, which would lead to further net
job loss or cause additional economic dete-
rioration. It is also important that the
economy’s response to any stimulus initia-
tives be carefully measured to ensure we are
on a path to long-term, sustainable growth
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before the initiatives are withdrawn. As the
Congress moves forward in shaping the stim-
ulus package, it must ensure that these ob-
jectives are met.

We recognize that the stimulus package
will increase an already significant deficit in
2009. Business Roundtable always has placed
a high priority on deficit reduction as a
means to achieving sustained economic
growth. However, an increase in the deficit is
an unavoidable outcome at this critical time
if we are to avert a prolonged and poten-
tially deep recession. Nevertheless, high defi-
cits are unacceptable over the long term.
Once we return to solid economic footing,
the Congress, the Administration and pri-
vate sector need to work together quickly to
implement measures to control future spend-
ing, including a comprehensive ‘‘top down’’
review of all federal spending.

Business Roundtable’s highest priority is
to drive sustained growth in the U.S. econ-
omy in order to achieve higher living stand-
ards for all Americans. Our membership in-
cludes the CEOs of leading U.S. corporations.
With a combined workforce of nearly 10 mil-
lion employees and $5 trillion in annual reve-
nues we are on the front-lines of the battle
to prevent a prolonged and deep recession
and to return the economy to strong growth
with new jobs.

We look forward to working further with
the House and Senate to finalize an emer-
gency economic package that will work for
all Americans—our workers, families, com-
munities and companies.

Sincerely,
JOHN J. CASTELLANI,
President.

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CALVERT).

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Chairman, I rise
in opposition to this so-called stimulus
bill which seems only to stimulate one
sector of our economy—the govern-
ment.

As a person who was a small business
person—a realtor and restauranteur
and a member of small business organi-
zations—I can tell you that most small
businesses out there are in opposition
to this legislation.

There is no doubt that our country is
going through some difficult economic
times. There are many steps Congress
can and should take to get our econ-
omy back on a path to prosperity. Un-
fortunately, it appears that the major-
ity party is using our current economic
woes to grow government spending to
epic and historic proportions.

By way of comparison, in 1934, gov-
ernment spending reached about 11 per-
cent of GDP in response to the Great
Depression, and if passed, this stimulus
bill will increase government spending
to 23 percent of GDP. The question re-
mains, what will all this spending get
the American people? Will it truly pro-
vide more middle class jobs or improve
infrastructure? The answer, sadly, is
no. The bill provides a mind-boggling
$365 billion for Labor, Health and
Human Services programs.

The strategy under this bill is to
throw billions of dollars in every bu-
reaucratic direction, cross our fingers,
and hope for the best. Not only are we
wagering our future with this bill, but
we’re crossing a point of no return.
This bill moves us dramatically closer
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to a welfare state. It is forcing people
who are the backbone of our economy,
the middle class, into a troubling kind
of public dependency.

Mr. Chairman, let us take time to
truly do what is right for the American
people and provide targeted and lim-
ited stimulus through tax cuts and
spending on ready-to-build infrastruc-
ture that will really put Americans
back to work immediately. That’s
what my constituents want, that’s
what they deserve.

Let’s not exploit this economic crisis
to push legislation that will increase
the size and scope of the Federal Gov-
ernment above and beyond anything
our country has seen in its 233 years.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, I yield 1
minute to the distinguished majority
leader.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the chairman of
Appropriations for yielding, and I want
to thank him for the extraordinary
work he has done to put this package
together. I want to thank Mr. LEWIS
for the work that he has done as well,
even though he may not agree with the
final product.

I want to start by remarks—and I
may take a little bit of time—I want to
start my remarks talking about bipar-
tisanship, and how we got here and why
we’re here.

Over a year ago, it appeared to us
that the economic program adopted in
2001 and 2003 was not working. It also
appeared to the administration that it
was not working. It appeared to Mr.
BOEHNER that it was not working, that
we were in real trouble, and that we
weren’t producing jobs. We had the
worst 8 years of job production that
we’ve had in any administration since
Herbert Hoover. And as a result of the
failure to produce jobs, our country
was in great distress and our people
were challenged and at risk.

And so the administration and the
Democratic leadership of the Congress
and the Republican leadership of the
Congress sat down at the table to-
gether and came up with a program to
stimulate the economy, about $160 bil-
lion. And we worked together in a bi-
partisan fashion. It was a Republican
President, but a Democratic-led Con-
gress—in fact, agreed to the adminis-
tration’s increase in that program, as
you recall, because we had suggested
$100 billion—and we worked in a bipar-
tisan fashion.

And then in September, some months
later, Secretary Paulson, the Repub-
lican Secretary of the Treasury, came
to us, met with the leadership, and said
we have a crisis. Indeed, we had invited
him down because we thought that
there was real trouble. He said we have
a crisis, we need to act, and we need to
act immediately. A Democratic-led
Congress responded to  Secretary
Paulson and said, we’ll work with you.
We’ll work with you because our coun-
try needs a joint response. And we did
that.

And when that legislation came to
the floor, very frankly, a majority of
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Democrats supported the Republican
administration’s request; a majority of
his party in this House did not. We now
have a Democratic administration and
a Democratic-led Congress, and I'm
hopeful that we’ll have bipartisan work
continuing to meet this crisis caused,
from my perspective, by the failure of
policies that we’ve been pursuing eco-
nomically over the last 8 years.
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I do not say that for the purposes of
being partisan. I say that for the pur-
poses of our being instructed on what
has worked and what has not worked.

As you know, we’re dealing with one
of the worst economic climates in
memory: 2.6 million jobs last year; the
worst housing market since the Great
Depression; financial turmoil that has
threatened the savings and retirement
of millions. That’s the context in
which this administration is taking of-
fice.

As we move to confront this crisis,
we welcome the criticism of our Repub-
lican friends and others. But let’s put
that criticism in some context, again,
not for a partisan sense but for a sense
of instruction of the perception of what
worked and what did not. I would sug-
gest that, frankly, much of what I have
heard from my Republican colleagues
over the last 20 years in terms of what
would work and what would not work
was inaccurate.

Let’s remember President Bush’s
saying, ‘“‘My administration remains
focused on economic growth that will
create more jobs.” Let’s remember how
the minority party reacted to the Clin-
ton economic plan in 1993. Newt Ging-
rich said of that plan that it would lead
to “‘a job-killing recession.’’ A leader of
the Republican Party made that obser-
vation. He was dead, flat, 100 percent
wrong. In fact, we created 22 point
some odd million jobs in those 8 years,
an average of 256,000 per month. This
administration has averaged less than
40. You need 100 to stay even.

JOHN BOEHNER, the Republican lead-
er, said at that point in time, ‘“The
message is loud and clear, cut spending
first and shrink the size of this Federal
Government,” in opposing the eco-
nomic program.

In reality, the Democratic plan led to
unprecedented economic growth. We
all know that. The 1990s were the best
economic period of time statistically
that we have had in this country in the
service of anybody in this Congress in-
cluding the Reagan years.

Let’s remember how Republicans re-
acted to Budget Reconciliation Act in
1990 when George Bush the first was
President of the United States. Tom
DeLay said, ‘“The Democratic package
will destroy our economy.” Now, the
Democratic package was, of course, an
accommodation made between Presi-
dent Bush; Dick Darman, head of OMB;
and ourselves. In reality, that program,
opposed overwhelmingly by Repub-
licans, reduced the budget deficit by
approximately $482 billion.
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What we have seen from our Repub-
lican colleagues is history, frankly, of
overstatement of what their program
would do and a great understatement
of what the programs and policies that
we pursued would do. I would suggest
that we consider the representations
being made today in that context.
Today, I hope that our Republican col-
leagues will put that history aside and
join with us to pass this bill and try to
help restore our prosperity.

None of us have served in this Con-
gress at a lower ebb of the economy
than today. Nobody in this Congress
including JOHN DINGELL, the Dean of
the Congress of the United States.

The American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act is projected to create or
save 3 to 4 million jobs. What does it
do? I know Mr. OBEY has said this, but
let me repeat it. Tax relief, $275 billion
to working Americans and to small
businesses. States will be helped. Po-
licemen, teachers won’t have to be laid
off so that we can keep our commu-
nities safe and our children educated.
Core investments in infrastructure. I
know we’d like to do more in infra-
structure. The sad news is it’s tough to
spend it quickly in the infrastructure
field. We need to do more. We will do
more.

Protecting vulnerable populations.
People are in food lines historically
long. People are unemployed in his-
toric numbers. States are stretched
with their Medicaid assistance to peo-
ple who need health care.

In energy, we have all talked about
energy independence. We had a big de-
bate last year about energy independ-
ence and how to get there. This bill
deals with energy independence and
creating jobs in the course of getting
to energy independence.

Health care, we all know JOHN
McCAIN talked about it in his cam-
paign. Barack Obama talked about it
in his campaign. Everybody knows that
if we don’t get soon to health care re-
form and health care progress, we
won’t be able to afford the kind of
health care that Americans need and
want accessible to them and their fam-
ilies.

Education, training, we’re not going
to be competitive in this world if we
don’t make sure our children are well
educated. We’re pricing young people
and their families out of an education.
We can’t afford to do that or we won’t
compete with the Japanese, the Chi-
nese, the Germans, the Indians, and
others.

Mark Zandi, a former economic ad-
viser to Senator MCCAIN’s presidential
election, found that ‘‘the jobless rate
will be more than 2 percentage points
lower by the end of 2010 than without
the fiscal stimulus.”

I'm sure almost every Member of the
House could find something that he or
she thinks should not be in here. I
know I could. I know others could.
Some people want more in, some peo-
ple want less in. But, frankly, most of
the economists I have talked to think
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this is about the right mix. It may not
be specifically what each wants but
about the right mix between tax cuts
and spending.

This legislation is a result of an hon-
est, urgent effort to include the best
ideas from economic experts from
across the spectrum as well as both
sides of the aisle. It’s an effort that
cannot become weighed down by bipar-
tisanship or parochial interests. There
are no earmarks in this bill. Overall,
this plan contains what is widely
viewed as the right mix of spending and
tax cuts to spur our economy. It will
include tax relief for 95 percent of
working families; tax cuts for job-cre-
ating small businesses; projects to put
Americans to work renewing our crum-
bling roads and bridges; and nutrition,
unemployment, and health care assist-
ance to those families who are being
hit hardest by this recession.

This administration inherited the
situation in which we find ourselves.
The Democratic leadership tried to
work with the Bush administration to
get us out of it. Hopefully, we will con-
tinue to do that in a bipartisan fash-
ion.

The Congressional Budget Office esti-
mates that two-thirds of the recovery
funds will be spent in the first 18
months, which means an immediate
jolt to our economy. And we will con-
tinue working with President Obama
to increase that number.

The CBO also estimates that if we
pass this bill, by the end of next year,
America will have up to 3.6 million
more jobs, 3.6 million more Americans
working and being able to support
their families.

Besides creating jobs immediately,
we will invest in new energy tech-
nology, upgrade our schools with 21
Century classrooms, and computerize
health records to reduce costs and im-
prove care.

All of those are investments that
promise growth and savings in the
years to come to ensure that our Na-
tion does not slip back after bringing
us out of recession, which is what this
is designed to do. We don’t want it to
slip back. So we have medium-term in-
vestment as well as short-term invest-
ment.

Finally, we have included in the re-
covery plan unprecedented levels of ac-
countability and transparency so we
and our constituents will know that
their tax dollars are being spent on
getting us out of a rescission, not si-
phoned off to the politically connected.
So there will be no earmarks or pet
projects in this bill. The new Account-
ability and Transparency Board will be
working to keep waste and fraud far
away from this bill. And all of the
plan’s details, all, will be published on-
line so that we and our constituents
can track the success of these efforts
to turn our economy back into the pro-
ductive engine that it’s been in the
past.

I close the way I started. We worked
in a bipartisan fashion with the Bush
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administration. When they saw a cri-
sis, we responded. The majority of our
Members supported the programs sug-
gested, promoted by the Bush adminis-
tration. We did so because we believed
it was in the best interest of our coun-
try. We move on this bill because we
believe it’s in the best interest of our
country.

So I ask all of us, Democrats and Re-
publicans, but people who care about
their country, their constituents, our
families and our children, to join to-
gether. Lyndon Johnson said once,
“It’s not difficult to do the right thing;
it’s difficult to know what the right
thing is.”” We have worked together
over the last months to try to come up
with as close to the right thing as we
can.

We urge all of the Members on this
floor to vote for America, its people,
its economic health. Support this legis-
lation.

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CULBERSON).

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Chairman,
this magnificent Capitol Building
houses the greatest legislative bodies
ever created in the history of human-
ity, which were created because of a
terrible abuse of power in this Nation’s
history. And this legislation we are
being asked to vote on today, this 647-
page bill, represents one of the worst
abuses of power I think that we’ve
probably ever seen in the history of the
Congress.

The legislative process has been ter-
ribly abused in the creation of this bill
because in a short 15-day legislative pe-
riod, a short 21 days, the new ruling
majority of Congress has in a single
bill spent more money than the entire
annual budget of the United States. In
a short 21-day period, with virtually no
committee hearings and a hearing in
the Appropriations Committee which
lasted a matter of hours and a hearing
in Ways and Means which lasted a mat-
ter of hours, they’ve created a bill
which spends over $800 billion. In a pe-
riod of 21 days, the new majority, this
new President has spent about $1.5 tril-
lion, in the first 21 days. That’s the
change America, unfortunately, has to
look forward to.

We already face, Mr. Chairman, in
this country an $11 trillion national
debt, a $1.5 trillion deficit, about $60
trillion in unfunded liabilities. The
most urgent question facing us as a Na-
tion is how do we pay for this massive
accumulation of debt? A debt-based
economy, as my friend DENNIS
KUCINICH said, who often votes on the
other end of the spectrum but shares
with me the concern I have for the debt
we are passing on to our kids.

And it is utterly irresponsible, it is
immensely destructive to the financial
health of our Nation to govern in a way
that shuts out the American people.
Shutting out the minority doesn’t
mean shutting out a representative. It
means shutting out the people we rep-
resent.
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The CHAIR. The time of the gen-
tleman has expired.

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield the gentleman an addi-
tional minute.

Mr. CULBERSON. You're not shut-
ting out JOHN CULBERSON or JERRY
LEWIS or JACK KINGSTON. You’re shut-
ting out the 651,000 people that I rep-
resent. Every one of us has a job de-
scription as representative, an obliga-
tion to be accountable, open, respon-
sive, transparent to our constituents.
This legislative process works best
when the American people are truly in-
volved and have an opportunity to be
educated and told what we are voting
on. And this bill was written in secret
by dedicated professional staff people
but not with the involvement of the
American people.

We have already been notified for-
mally by Moody’s that they’re consid-
ering beginning the process of down-
grading the AAA bond rating of the
United States. And before you reach
the merits of the bill, Mr. Chairman,
we must remember the process that we
all have a sacred obligation to pre-
serve. The involvement, the advice, the
input of the American people is essen-
tial.

I urge the majority to stand by their
promise to be open, accountable, and
transparent. Lay it all out there on the
Internet for everyone to see. What are
you afraid of? You’ve got the votes.
Give the public a chance to be heard.
Let them read the bill.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, I yield my-
self 30 seconds.

We are on the Internet. That’s all I
would say to the gentleman.

Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to
the distinguished gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. LARSON).
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Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. I thank
the distinguished chairman for his in-
credible work bringing this legislation
forward.

Last week, 2 million of our fellow
citizens stood on our Nation’s front
lawn and brought their aspirations and
hope as they listened to President
Barack Obama. His message was clear
and realistic and hopeful.

We face, as they do here in this
Chamber this day, at this moment, a
rendezvous with reality, the crushing
reality of what the last 8 years has
brought to our American citizens. Our
budget deficits, trade deficits and debt
have reached record levels.

Unemployment has reached its high-
est level in 15 years. On Monday of this
week alone, 71,000 jobs were lost. Infla-
tion is on the rise. States are facing
enormous budget shortfalls and are
being forced to cut services. My own
home State of Connecticut is facing a
$1 billion deficit just this year.

Our economy is in a deep, cavernous
hole. Our climb out will be steep, but it
will be steady, and it will take hard
work and sacrifice that the President
called upon, but it will also take inno-
vation by the American people, an in-
vestment in this country that we are
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making in putting forward here today
in this package, this package, this ef-
fort. This work is for those citizens
who are not concerned about 15 days,
they are living moment to moment and
counting on us as we face this daunting
reality to bring recovery, investment
and hope by redressing the reality that
our constituents, who we are sworn to
serve, face every day.

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. KINGSTON).

Mr. KINGSTON. I thank the chair-
man, and I wanted to respond to some
of the comments that my Democrat
friends have been making. Number one,
we do want to work with them on this
package. We met with President
Obama yesterday to pledge our support
of turning this economy around. We
have offered a lot of good ideas, ideas
that the House Democrats have not
embraced as of yet, but we hope that
they will, because we think President
Obama and we made some progress yes-
terday.

One of the things we talked about is
extending tax breaks for small busi-
nesses so that they can create more
jobs. We think that is very important.

We talked about easing the credit
crisis so people can go out and borrow
money and make investments in new
jobs. We also talked about housing,
stabilizing the housing market so that
people can become homeowners.

One of the things that’s not in this
package is also tax credits for small
businesses to purchase health care for
their employees. We think that would
be very, very helpful. And also ending
some of the unfunded mandates that
are strapping our cities and local gov-
ernments.

We believe we have a lot of good
ideas. We are very disappointed that
this committee, Appropriations, only
had one hearing and we were shut out
of some of the subsequent negotiation
and crafting of this bill that we think
could have been helpful to do on a bi-
partisan basis.

Now Mr. HOYER had talked about his-
tory and how stimulus bills work. Let’s
talk about the stimulus bills and let’s
talk about recent history. I don’t need
to go back to Ronald Reagan.

Last year, 2008, $29 billion for Bear
Stearns, $168 billion for the other stim-
ulus package we just passed in May,
$200 billion for Fannie Mae bailout, $85
billion for AIG bailout, $700 billion for
the TARP, the Wall Street bailout. If
this kind of spending worked, we would
be in great shape in our economy right
now. But we keep throwing more and
more money on the problem to the ex-
tent that this country now has a $10.6
trillion national debt.

In fact, the interest on this package
alone, Mr. Chairman, will be $347 bil-
lion a year. And so this really isn’t just
an $825 billion package, this is a $1.1
trillion expenditure. Who is going to
pay for it? Not people here today but
our children and our children’s chil-
dren. We are digging a hole.
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And where does this money come
from? Three sources. You can tax peo-
ple, and I can tell you the working man
is taxed to death right now. And I am
glad there is some tax relief in here for
some people, but not tax relief for ev-
erybody in the middle-income bracket,
which is what we desperately need. The
second way we can do that is to print
the money. We print money, and it just
leads to inflation. Or we can borrow
the money. Right now we owe foreign
governments $3 trillion, China being
the number one lender to us at 22 per-
cent, followed by Japan and followed
by Great Britain. We are digging a
huge hole.

The CHAIR. The time of the gen-
tleman has expired.

Mr. LEWIS of California. I yield the
gentleman 1 additional minute.

Mr. KINGSTON. Let me say this. I do
think there should be a balance of tax
credits and a balance of public works
spending in this bill, but it is sad that
while the National Endowment For the
Arts gets $50 million—I don’t know
what kind of job creation that’s going
to do—but $50 million, we only spend 7
percent on shovel-ready projects in the
year 2009, only 7 percent, and total pub-
lic work spending for roads, highways
and bridges is about 13 percent.

We can do better, and I would like to
work with the Democrats and the
President, as would all the other Re-
publicans, and try to make a better
package than what we are looking at
today.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, I have only
one remaining speaker, the Speaker
herself.

The CHAIR. The gentleman from
Wisconsin has the right to close.

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Chair-
man, I have many people who want to
speak on the bill, but they don’t hap-
pen to be present, and I am very anx-
ious to hear the close.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. OBEY. I thank the gentleman for
his cooperation, and I yield our re-
maining time to the distinguished
Speaker, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia.

Ms. PELOSI. I thank the gentleman
for yielding and I thank him for his
tremendous leadership.

Mr. Chairman, one week and one day
ago our new President delivered a great
inaugural address that offered hope to
the American people and a new direc-
tion for our Nation. President Obama
pledged ‘‘action bold and swift, not
only to create new jobs but to lay a
new foundation for growth.”

Today we are passing historic legisla-
tion that honors the promises our new
President made from the steps of the
Capitol, promises to make the future
better for our children and our grand-
children. Only 8 days after the Presi-
dent’s address, this House will act bold-
ly and swiftly—by passing the Amer-
ican Recovery and Reinvestment Act
to create and save 3 million jobs by re-
building America.

That is why the bill has the support
of 146 eminent economists, including
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five Nobel Prize winners who, in a let-
ter to Congress this week stated, and I
quote, ‘“The plan proposes important
investments that can start to over-
come the Nation’s damaging loss of
jobs by saving or creating millions of
jobs and put the United States back
onto a sustainable long-term growth
path.”

On the steps of the Capitol, President
Obama pledged to ‘‘build the roads and
bridges, the electric grids and digital
lines that feed our commerce and bind
us together” and to ‘‘restore science to
its rightful place, and wield tech-
nology’s wonders to raise health care’s
quality and lower its cost.”

Today, we are acting swiftly and
boldly to do just that. To assert Amer-
ica’s role as a world leader in a com-
petitive global economy, we are renew-
ing America’s investments in basic re-
search and development, in health care
IT and in deploying new technologies
into the marketplace.

That is why this legislation has the
support of more than 100 high-tech
CEOs and business leaders who have
endorsed these job-creating invest-
ments. As these innovative leaders ex-
pressed in their letter to Congress sup-
porting this bill, and I quote, ‘‘Invest-
ments in America’s digital infrastruc-
ture will spur significant job creation
in the immediate term. An investment
of $40 billion in America’s IT network
infrastructure in 2009 will create more
than 949,000 U.S. jobs, more than half of
which will be in small businesses.”’

Then President Obama pledged that
we ‘‘will harness the sun and the wind
and the soil to fuel our cars and run
our factories.” Today we are acting
swiftly and boldly to do just that. This
act makes a historic, job-creating in-
vestment in clean, efficient, American
energy. To put people back to work and
reduce our dependence on foreign oil,
we set the goal of doubling our renew-
able energy production and renovating
public buildings to make them more
energy efficient.

That is why the Apollo Alliance, a
coalition of many, many groups com-
mitted to an energy independent future
for our country and reversing climate
change, has said that this package is
“‘big, bold and will serve as a down pay-
ment on long-neglected investments in
a clean energy, good jobs, made-in-
America economy.”’

President Obama pledged to ‘‘trans-
form our schools and colleges and uni-
versities to meet the demands of a new
age.” The American Recovery and Re-
newal Act, which we are voting on
today, will make bold investments to
provide children with a 21st century
education, create hundreds of thou-
sands of jobs by investing in school and
other infrastructure, make college
more affordable and build a top-notch
workforce trained for the jobs of the
future. It’s about the future.

That is why the Committee for Edu-
cation Funding, another coalition, en-
dorsed this bill saying, ‘‘The package
would retrain displaced and unem-
ployed workers, create new jobs by
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modernizing the country’s classrooms,
and increase America’s competitive-
ness in the global economy.”

Education groups from across the
spectrum and across the country, from
the American Association of Commu-
nity Colleges to the United States Stu-
dent Association, support this bill.

President Obama pledged that ‘‘those
of us who manage the public’s dollars
will be held to account—to spend wise-
ly, reform bad habits, and do our busi-
ness in the light of day—because only
then can we restore the vital trust be-
tween a people and their government.”

This act that we are passing today
has unprecedented accountability
measures built in, providing strong
oversight, a historic degree of public
transparency and no earmarks. That is
why the National Governors Associa-
tion strongly supports this legislation
and our efforts to ensure that these in-
vestments are effective uses of tax dol-
lars.

With the adoption of the bipartisan
Platts-Van Hollen amendment today, a
broad-ranging coalition of public inter-
est groups say we have set ‘“‘a new
standard of accountability and trans-
parency by empowering Federal em-
ployees to call attention to waste,
fraud, and abuse of tax dollars without
fear of retaliation.”

As we know, my colleagues, last year
2.6 million Americans lost their jobs.
Some say we are moving too quickly
with this legislation. I say this legisla-
tion is long overdue. For all the time
that we do not pass it, each month
500,000 Americans will lose their jobs.
We simply cannot wait. And we say to
the families of America who are af-
fected by this, or fear to be, by this
downturn in this economy, we are all
in this together. The success of Amer-
ica is dependent upon the success of
America’s families. By investing in
new jobs, science, innovation, energy
and education, and doing so with strict
accountability and fiscal responsi-
bility, we are investing in America’s
families, which is the best guarantee
for the success of our Nation.

My colleagues, the ship of state is
difficult to turn, but that is what we
must do, and that is what President
Obama called upon us to do in his inau-
gural address, which I believe is a great
blueprint for the future. With swift and
bold action today, we are doing just
that. We are moving the ship of state
in a new direction in favor of the
many, not the few. With this vote
today, we are taking America in a new
direction.

I thank all of my colleagues who
worked so hard to make this legisla-
tion the great statement of wvalues,
principles and action that it is. I urge
a ‘‘yes” vote from our colleagues. I
look forward to working together in a
bipartisan way as we go into the future
in this new direction under the leader-
ship of our new President, President
Barack Obama.

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. | want to thank
you, the rest of Leadership, and the chairmen
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of the committees that put this bill together for
your work to create a package that will create
jobs, invest in America’s infrastructure needs,
address pressing healthcare needs, and ex-
pand opportunities for education and worker
training. | strongly support the provisions in
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
and urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting it.

Our district and the surrounding areas in
southeast Texas were devastated by Hurri-
cane lke last September. People are getting
back on their feet, but there is still a significant
need for additional federal funding. | would
have liked to seen that included in this pack-
age as it is one of the most pressing recovery
needs in our country, but since it was not, |
hope it can be included in either in upcoming
omnibus or supplemental appropriations bill.

In Texas we’ve seen the unemployment rate
jump from 4.2% a year ago to 6% in Decem-
ber of 2008—the unemployment rate in the
Houston-Baytown area is 5.5% and will likely
only rise with the significant drop in the price
of oil and refined product, and the impact that
has on our energy sector jobs. It is important
we invest in this sector and this legislation
makes valuable contributions to diversify our
nation’s energy and environmental resources.

It makes critical improvements to the smart
grid provisions established in the Energy Inde-
pendence and Security Act of 2007 by elimi-
nating the cap on the allowable number of
smart grid demonstration projects and increas-
ing the grant funding available for these ef-
forts.

My hometown of Houston is a leader in
moving toward smart grid solutions. Center
Point Energy, a leading energy delivery com-
pany in Texas, will invest over $600 million in
automatic metering systems, or AMS, over the
next five years to support smart grid infrastruc-
ture. AMS technology is the first step in mov-
ing toward an automatic grid which will allow
consumers to manage and monitor the electric
use in real-time, reduce energy consumption,
and improve grid reliability.

| also support Representative ED MARKEY’s
(D-MA) amendment to this section that will
expand the protocols smart grid projects can
use to obtain grants authorized in this bill.

| am also pleased with the increase in fund-
ing and changes to the Weatherization Assist-
ance Program which will help low-income fam-
ilies make their homes more energy efficient,
as well as the additional $1 billion provided for
the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance
Program (LIHEAP) that will help more Texans
heat and cool their homes during these trou-
bled economic times.

While | support the temporary Department
of Energy loan guarantee program created
under Section 5003 for renewable energy and
electric transmission projects, | hope the Com-
mittee does not forget about the strategic im-
portance of funding the larger DOE loan guar-
antee program so that other valuable projects
can move forward that reduce carbon emis-
sions and that employ new innovative tech-
nologies.

In addition to the extension of the renewable
production tax credits, | also believe Congress
should provide a long-term extension of the
biodiesel blenders tax incentive to help this
critical renewable energy industry. Houston is
home to several biodiesel producers that di-
rectly or indirectly employ hundreds of workers
in good-paying jobs, and over 50,000 jobs are
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currently supported by this industry nation-
wide. Without a long-term extension of this tax
credit, producers are not able to provide the
certainty required to bring in much needed
capital for renewable energy projects. In addi-
tion to creating and sustaining jobs, the bio-
diesel industry helps our nation reduce green-
house gas emissions and is developing next
generation feedstocks such as algae that will
further enhance our energy security.

Finally, | appreciate the inclusion of an addi-
tional $100 million for the National Estuary
Program, which could help protect the Gal-
veston Bay Estuary Program. Galveston Bay
is a critical ecosystem home to an abundance
of plant and animal species that are vital to
our region’s way of life and local economy.
These funds can be used for such useful pur-
poses as restoring wetlands or habitat restora-
tion, and can be leveraged with public and pri-
vate sector funds to generate large returns on
investment. The Port of Houston Authority also
actively participates and supports this key en-
vironmental program.

The legislation also makes significant invest-
ments in health care services and coverage in
this country during these tough economic
times.

Unfortunately, when individuals lose their
jobs they often cannot afford medical care or
COBRA premiums and often forgo treatment
due to the cost.

AARA will provide COBRA premium assist-
ance for 12 months for workers who have
been involuntarily terminated and their fami-
lies. COBRA premium assistance will allow in-
dividuals who would typically be unable to af-
ford COBRA maintain coverage and obtain
medical treatment.

States like my own have asked Congress
for assistance with the States Federal Medical
Assistance Percentage to help assist them the
rising number of individuals needing Medicaid
coverage. In order to avoid state deficits,
many states may have to reduce their stand-
ards for Medicaid eligibility, which will actually
increase the number of uninsured.

A temporary increase in FMAP funding until
December 31, 2010 will help avert this poten-
tial problem and allow states to continue to
provide Medicaid coverage to this uninsured
population. The American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Bill of 2009 contains a 4.9% in-
crease in FMAP for states. Texas, in par-
ticular, will benefit from an FMAP increase and
the temporary formula and hold harmless pro-
vision.

AARA will also place a moratorium on 7
Medicaid regulations. My home state of Texas
is affected by all seven of these cuts but most
affected will be the payments for graduate
education, Targeted Case Management Rule,
Cost Limits to Public Providers, Coverage for
Rehabilitation Services. These regulations
would reduce funding to these valuable pro-
grams and leave states in a significant budg-
etary crisis.

AARA also provides valuable funding for
Health Information Technology. We're all
aware of the benefits that improved IT would
bring the health care sector and the patients
it serves. With integrated information tech-
nology, patients could manage their electronic
health records and avoid having to haul mul-
tiple records to their various physicians.

If implemented correctly, Health IT can im-
prove patient safety and garner cost savings.
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The funds provided in AARA are an invest-
ment in the future of health care in this coun-
try. Providers will have to pay some up front
costs to obtain the technology, but they will re-
ceive $40,000 to $60,000 in financial incen-
tives for adopting interoperable health IT sys-
tems.

Another key component that this package
contains provides an investment of critical
funds into our state and local transportation
agencies. This is the quickest way to create
jobs immediately. The Texas Department of
Transportation alone has 853 “shovel-ready”
projects. One of these projects in my district
will create 1200-1350 new engineering and
construction jobs in the Houston area in the
next ninety days. This is significant in an
economy where thousands of job cuts are an-
nounced every day.

It is easy to make the case for an infusion
of transportation dollars when our state de-
partments of transportation have run out of
money. However, some of my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle are asking why we
should invest billions of dollars in education
around the country. The answer to this ques-
tion is simple. Investing in our children’s edu-
cation is investing in our economic competi-
tiveness.

When states came across hard fiscal times
in the last year, education funding is typically
one of the first areas where they cut back. Ad-
ditionally, with the increase in foreclosures,
property tax revenues are down and cities
have also cut back on financing critical edu-
cation services. If we do not invest in our chil-
dren’s education and give them an opportunity
at a better economic future, then we are set-
ting ourselves up even more federal spending
on social services in the future.

By increasing the amount of the Pell Grant
by $500, we give students across the country
the financial help they need to get the certifi-
cation or degree necessary to pursue and
keep a job in this economy. By investing in
Head Start, we are setting a whole generation
of students on a path towards economic viabil-
ity. Head Start has been proven to help close
the achievement gap between students of dif-
fering socio-economic status across the coun-
try.

Finally, 1 am encouraged that this bill will
lower the child tax credit eligibility level making
it available to all working tax filers with chil-
dren. This will help our constituents put food
on the table and pay their essential bills as the
cost of living continues to increase.

Mr. Chair, | again state my strong support
for this package which will provide an imme-
diate infusion of funding into shovel-ready
projects, creating jobs and starting our econ-
omy on the road to recovery, and | urge all my
colleagues to join me in supporting the Amer-
ican Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Chair, the current eco-
nomic crisis requires bold solutions that ad-
dress the enormity of our economic woes, and
the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Plan will do just that.

The $825 billion recovery package that we
are voting on will create or save an estimated
4 million jobs and will make key investments
in our future.

But first and foremost, the economic recov-
ery package focuses on blunting the effects of
the recession and helping families in need.

In addition to increasing food stamp benefits
and expanding unemployment benefits, our
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plan protects health care coverage for roughly
20 million Americans during this recession by
increasing the Federal Medicaid Assistance
Percentage (FMAP) so that no state has to cut
eligibility for Medicaid and SCHIP, the chil-
dren’s health insurance program, because of
budget shortfalls.

For my home state of New York it more
than doubles the FMAP match resulting in
roughly $10.42 billion over 9 quarters. This is
critical funding for our state which is seeing an
increase in caseloads as a result of the reces-
sion.

The recovery plan also invests in important
needs that have been neglected over the past
eight years. America’s school, roads, bridges,
and water systems are in disrepair and this is
creating a drag on economic growth.

Our plan will spread job creation out over
the next two years, which will soften the down-
turn and foster a solid economic recovery.

We have an historic opportunity to make the
investments necessary to modernize our pub-
lic infrastructure, transition to a clean energy
economy, and make us more competitive in
the 21st century.

I's time to get our economy back on track.
| urge my colleagues to support the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Plan.

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Chair, | rise in support of
H.R. 1, the American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act of 2009.

In every part of our country, people are hurt-
ing from the economic downturn. Our nation
lost 2.6 million jobs last year, and just this
week major employers announced the elimi-
nation of 70,000 more. The need for bold and
aggressive federal action is clear.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act will quickly stimulate the economy and
create and save three to four million jobs in
critical sectors of our economy like transpor-
tation and infrastructure, health information
technology, and green energy. It will provide
vital assistance to states like New York facing
severe budget shortfalls and tax relief to 95
percent of Americans. In addition, critical sup-
port for education and health initiatives will
bolster our economy in the short and long
term. Unprecedented accountability measures
will provide strong oversight and a historic de-
gree of public transparency. | continue my
work to support initiatives critical to New York
like water treatment infrastructure and relief
from the Alternative Minimum Tax.

I commend President Obama for his leader-
ship through this process. Digging out of this
economic hole will take time, and | am hopeful
Congress will quickly approve a final economic
recovery package for President Obama’s sig-
nature.

Mr. Chair, | urge all of my colleagues to
support this vital legislation.

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Chair, the legislation be-
fore us today is the first step in an effort to
pull our country out of an historic economic
crisis. Credit markets are frozen, consumer
purchasing power is in decline, and in the last
four months we’ve lost nearly 2 million jobs,
with another 3 to 5 million likely disappearing
in the coming months.

At a 1959 campaign rally in Indianapolis
John Kennedy said “the Chinese use two
brush strokes to write the word ‘crisis’. One
brush stroke stands for danger; the other for
opportunity. In a crisis, be aware of the dan-
ger, but recognize the opportunity.”

The opportunity we have today is to make
a down payment on research and innovation
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in our nation. We recognized this need in the
Speaker’s Innovation Agenda and President
Obama’s inaugural address noted the inven-
tiveness of the American people and issued a
call to “dust ourselves off and begin the work
to remake our country.” A successful eco-
nomic recovery plan must tap into the spirit of
innovation that has driven our country since its
founding.

This legislation does more than create jobs
and stimulate the economy. It invests $6 bil-
lion in broadband grants to elevate us from
16th in the world in broadband quality, behind
countries like Slovenia, Latvia, and Denmark.
The country that invented the Internet should
be #1. While I'm pleased that broadband fund-
ing is included in this package, we must do
more and it must be more forward thinking.

The Recovery and Reinvestment bill invests
$20 billion in Health Information Technology
(HIT) to enhance patient safety, reduce med-
ical errors, improve the quality of care, and im-
portantly, reduce healthcare costs.

We live in the Information Age but
healthcare, one of the most information-inten-
sive segments of our economy, remains mired
in a pen-and-paper past. We can buy airline
tickets from a home computer, we can pay our
income taxes online, and we can even buy a
car with a few mouse clicks, but our
healthcare system remains dangerously dis-
connected. Patient medical histories are large-
ly disaggregated among various treating physi-
cians and they are often inaccessible to a new
doctor or even to the patients themselves.

These inefficiencies in the healthcare infor-
mation system create unnecessary risks and
costs. It's time to use technology to move to-
ward a model of integrated care, focusing on
overall health and not simply disease. Health
IT promises to revolutionize the health care
delivery system and have a powerful effect on
enhancing patient safety, reducing medical er-
rors, improving the quality of care, and reduc-
ing healthcare costs.

The recovery package also includes impor-
tant building blocks for our path toward energy
independence. I'm pleased the bill makes crit-
ical and sensible investments in our country
by increasing funding and implementation of
Smart Grid projects, promoting renewable en-
ergy research, and expanding the number of
eligible participants in the Weatherization As-
sistance Program.

While millions of Americans are losing their
jobs, and subsequently their health insurance,
we are also helping people maintain coverage
for themselves and their families. Subsidies for
COBRA payments and increased Medicaid as-
sistance to states will help keep people in-
sured during this tumultuous time.

I’'m proud to support the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Bill and | urge my col-
leagues to do the same.

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Chair, | rise today to
offer my thoughts about H.R. 1, the American
Recovery and Revitalization Act.

| regret that | cannot support the legislation
in its current form. While | absolutely agree
that we must stimulate our economy to help it
recover from its troubled state, | am con-
cerned that this bill does not represent an ef-
fective plan to ensure our economic recovery.

We face the most challenging economic cri-
sis since the Great Depression, yet this bill
merely throws money at the problem by ex-
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panding existing programs. We have not taken
the time to fully understand the nature and the
full scope of the collapse of our economy, and
so we have not taken the time to understand
how to target the problems with innovative so-
lutions. While | recognize the urgency of the
situation, we would do better to follow the ad-
vice of an old civil engineer friend of mine who
often cautioned that to do a job correctly, it is
better to go slow in the planning to allow you
to go fast in the implementation.

Just one example of the difficulty we will
have in getting this money spent well was de-
scribed in today’s Washington Post, which
quoted a state energy office director lamenting
how he was going to have to figure out how
to spend 35 times as much money as he nor-
mally gets in a year, using new funds allo-
cated in this stimulus. Pennsylvania’s own
transportation department has indicated that
its “shovel-ready” projects are not so ready
that they can be started within the ninety days
sought by Transportation Chairman OBERSTAR,
who rightfully is seeking to expedite these
funds to get spent as quickly as possible. Hav-
ing dealt with publicly-financed projects for
more than forty years, | can assure you that
numerous federal, state and local regulations
will provide numerous obstacles to getting this
money spent both quickly and wisely. | sought
to offer an amendment which would have al-
lowed a waiver of many of these restrictions
because—to the best of my knowledge—there
is no provision in this bill to allow federal ad-
ministrators to waive regulations under these
extraordinary circumstances.

My Republican colleagues raise a reason-
able objection that they were not fully included
as the framework of this legislation was con-
structed. Perhaps | am one of the few Demo-
crats who will acknowledge publicly that most
Democrats were also not included. This is
wrong. When undertaking the most significant
and certainly most expensive program of my
Congressional career and maybe in our Na-
tion’s history, it is vitally important that all
Members of Congress first understand the
problem we are addressing and then fully par-
ticipate in determining how best to solve that
problem. It has been my experience that the
most successful policies are those which
many minds have constructed.

In addition to Members of Congress fully un-
derstanding what we are trying to do and why,
it is vitally important in a representative de-
mocracy for the American people to under-
stand both the problem and the proposed so-
lution. We rushed through the so-called TARP
program without educating the American peo-
ple, and they are convinced it was a bailout of
Wall Street. | helped to draft the TARP pro-
gram and voted for it because | believed that
it was absolutely essential that we act imme-
diately, despite the suspicions voiced by my
constituents. The need for an economic stim-
ulus is indeed urgent, but it is not so much of
an emergency that we cannot afford to take
the time to think so that we can do it right.

No piece of legislation is ever perfect; | rec-
ognize that compromise is always necessary
to reflect the diverse interests of a country as
heterogeneous as ours. Had we reached this
bill through a more orderly, bipartisan basis, |

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

very well may have cast my vote for it. | still
hope that the Senate will make enough nec-
essary corrections that | will be able to support
a final version. Let me now highlight my sub-
stantive objections to this bill.

First, infrastructure projects were an initial
focus of a recovery package, but that focus
has dwindled to just $90 billion out of an $825
billion bill. For every $1 billion we spend in in-
frastructure, we create upwards of 30,000
jobs. It seems to me that this is a proven
method of creating jobs and additional funds
should be put towards this area of spending.

In addition, from my perspective, we need to
focus more on helping those who are unem-
ployed or retired. While many people are
struggling, we must help those without jobs
feed their families immediately. One of the
major tax provisions of this bill is the $500 tax
credit for individuals and $1,000 for couples.
While this tax credit may provide relief to
working families, it will not help individuals
who are unemployed since the credit will be
provided through a reduction in payroll taxes
for workers.

Moreover, | am concerned about the dis-
proportionate impact this bill will have. Without
doubt, much of the funding will go to large
urban areas, while areas like my Congres-
sional District which are more rural, will re-
ceive much less funding, even though our un-
employment rate is higher than the national
average. Residents of my Congressional dis-
trict are struggling just as much as those living
in urban areas.

Finally, a recovery bill should include fund-
ing for localities. Many counties, cities and
municipalities across the country are facing
significant funding shortfalls as a result of the
ongoing economic downturn. These budget
shortfalls have resulted in local officials having
to make difficult decisions about cutting jobs,
reducing services, or raising taxes on their citi-
zens.

That is why | offered an amendment to H.R.
1 to reinstate a General Revenue Sharing pro-
gram. More than 30 years ago, as our country
experienced another period of prolonged eco-
nomic stress, we put in place a General Rev-
enue Sharing grant program. Between 1972
and 1986, $83 billion was transferred from the
federal government under this program. This
funding provided localities with a needed
source of revenue for undertaking job-creating
infrastructure projects and maintaining public
safety networks. | am disappointed that this
amendment was not allowed under the rule.

In closing, | support a recovery package that
creates jobs and builds our infrastructure.
Americans and our economy are struggling
and we must act to help them. But, | strongly
believe that we can make improvements to
this bill so it will be as effective and efficient
as possible in restoring our economy and
helping Americans.

Mr. Chair, | appreciate the opportunity to
share my thoughts.

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Chair, the American
economy is foundering in some very troubled
waters.

Business after business—including some of
the biggest names in corporate America—is
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collapsing. Hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
cans have lost their jobs in the last few
months alone—more than 55,000 in just the
last few days. The unemployment rate is sky-
rocketing, approaching levels not seen in gen-
erations.

Millions of Americans have lost their homes,
and millions more may lose theirs as adjust-
able rate mortgages reset and the foreclosure
crisis spreads. Lending has barely improved
since the credit markets froze last fall, despite
a $350 million (and soon to be $700 million)
infusion of taxpayer funds.

California has been particularly hard hit.
523,624 Californians lost their homes last
year—a five-fold increase from 2006 levels.
The state is running a $42 billion budget def-
icit, and may have little alternative but to cut
health and education funding to the bone. Los
Angeles County alone is looking at a $173 mil-
lion shortfall in health care funding next year—
the amount it takes to keep the Harbor-UCLA
Medical Center operating.

My constituents are hurting. Credit unions
and small banks, which do much of the day-
to-day lending that keeps communities func-
tioning, have laid off hundreds of workers. Car
dealerships that have been pillars of the com-
munity for decades are closing. Reductions in
state funding are forcing school districts to
consider drastic staff reductions.

In times like these, the federal government
has an obligation to take swift, decisive action.
The American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act includes the stimulus needed at this per-
ilous moment, and | intend to support it.

A few provisions of the bill stand out as par-
ticularly crucial.

This legislation includes nearly $200 billion
to help states maintain essential health care
and education programs. In California, these
funds could be the vital lifeline that keeps hos-
pitals operating, avoids the layoffs of thou-
sands of teachers, and helps the state stave
off bankruptcy.

The bill includes a $20 billion investment in
the development of health information tech-
nology systems. Health IT will not only gen-
erate thousands of new high-paying jobs, it
will reduce costs of providing care, help re-
duce errors, and provide a down-payment on
the development of a universal health care
system.

The bill includes $30 billion to help build a
new clean energy infrastructure that will grow
green jobs now and lay the foundation for
long-term energy independence. The $11 bil-
lion investment to upgrade our electric grid is
an especially crucial first step toward the de-
ployment of energy efficiency programs, the
widespread adoption of electric vehicles, and
the transmission of energy produced by re-
newable sources.

The bill also makes a long-overdue invest-
ment in our nation’s education system, with
more than $150 billion going to Head Start,
kindergarten, public elementary and secondary
schools, and college programs. This spend-
ing—along with a renewed focus on perform-
ance standards and new, creative approaches
to teaching—will help ensure that our children
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have the skills to compete in the global econ-
omy in the years to come.

This is not a perfect bill. One can question
whether some of this spending would be more
appropriately considered in an ordinary appro-
priations bill, and whether a small uptick in
paychecks caused by tax cuts will lead to
much new spending. | hope that the bill can
be improved as it moves through the legisla-
tive process.

But the package is, on the whole, worthy of
support. It may not be the only step we must
take to revitalize our economy, but it is a nec-
essary one. | urge its swift passage.

Mr. REHBERG. Mr. Chair, while I'm going to
vote against this particular version of the so-
called stimulus package, doing so does not in-
dicate that | don’t support a real stimulus
package that gives the economy an instanta-
neous jolt.

Nor does it mean that | am unwilling to work
closely with my friends on the other side of the
aisle in the spirit of bipartisanship that Presi-
dent Obama has urged us all to take.

We worked together and got Children’s
Health Insurance done. That issue, like this
one, is important to Montana, and today | ask
you to come to the table and listen to the
ideas that people from Montana have to offer.
It's what the President has asked us all to do.

Working separately, we will fail. Working to-
gether, we can accomplish more for the Amer-
ican people.

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Chair, our nation faces
very grim challenges. Families in Tennessee
and across the country are struggling to make
ends meet, and thousands of workers are los-
ing their jobs. There have been hundreds of
job losses announced just this week in our
district in West and Middle Tennessee.

It has become clear to many of us that inac-
tion is not an option, and that we must work
to help create jobs and rebuild our economy.
The American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act addresses the immediate economic con-
cerns of the American people and specifically
Tennesseans.

This legislation could create or save more
than 63,000 jobs in our state by the end of
next year, according to analysis from inde-
pendent economist Mark Zandi of Moody’s
Economy.com.

More than 95 percent of Tennessee tax-
payers will receive direct tax relief—$500 for
single filers and $1000 for joint-filers—in 2009
and 2010 as a result of this bill. Many stu-
dents and parents will be eligible for additional
tax credits to help pay for college so students
are prepared to enter the job market. Thou-
sands of Tennesseans have lost their jobs in
recent months, and the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act will ensure these hard-
working men and women receive assistance
while looking for new jobs.

To help create jobs, this legislation provides
immediate tax cuts for Tennessee small busi-
nesses, including incentives to make the cap-
ital investments necessary for job growth. The
bill allows employers unable to sustain their
profits in today’s difficult economic climate to
recover some past tax payments to avoid clos-
ing their doors and laying off workers.

To further encourage job creation in our
area, this legislation includes more than $760
million to invest in infrastructure in Tennessee,
which could help us work on dozens of impor-
tant economic development improvements in
West and Middle Tennessee, such as road
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completions, bridge repairs and other trans-
portation projects that fuel job creation and
help us recruit new industry.

As we all know, high fuel prices over the
past summer contributed in part to our eco-
nomic downturn. This legislation includes en-
ergy tax credits and other provisions to help
reduce our dependence on foreign oil
sources—which many of us see as a national
security issue—and diversify our country’s en-
ergy sources to include alternative energy,
such as wind, solar, biomass and geothermal
energy. This investment in our long-term en-
ergy future will also provide immediate and
much-needed jobs in construction and engi-
neering.

Tennessee faces one of the largest budget
deficits in our state’s history, which will lead to
drastic reductions in the level of service to
state taxpayers, including possible cuts in the
important economic development investments
that help create jobs. This legislation will help
our state meet some of those needs for Ten-
nesseans. The bill also expands local cities’
and counties’ access to tax credit bonds for in-
vestments in schools, infrastructure, conserva-
tion and job training.

At the request of those of us in the fiscally
conservative Blue Dog Coalition, this bill no
longer includes some provisions that many of
us felt were unrelated to the immediate needs
of our country’s economy. In particular, we in-
sisted that the House remove language fund-
ing contraceptives and new sod on the Na-
tional Mall outside the U.S. Capitol Building.
These expenditures were clearly not related to
short-term economic growth and did not need
to be addressed in legislation designed to ad-
dress immediate needs.

The Blue Dog Coalition also saw this dia-
logue as an opportunity to talk with the new
Administration about our country’s fiscal situa-
tion. We have been assured that President
Obama shares our commitment to long-term
fiscal reform and will work with us to weed out
waste, fraud, abuse and mismanagement in
federal government spending after our country
has begun to overcome these most extraor-
dinary challenges.

In a letter to Appropriations Committee
Chairman DAvID OBEY and others, White
House Office of Management and Budget Di-
rector Peter Orszag wrote that “[pJutting the
country back on the path of fiscal responsi-
bility will mean tough choices and difficult
trade-offs, but for the long-term health of our
economy, the President believes that they
must be made.” | look forward to talking more
with President Obama about these shared
goals.

| realize that no member of this body—my-
self included—will be entirely pleased with this
bill as we are voting on it today. After some
improvements | discussed before and much
reflection, however, | have come to the con-
clusion that this House must take action to
help the American people meet the financial
challenges facing them. For that reason, | rise
to support the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act and am optimistic that it will help
save and create Tennessee jobs.

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Chair, | rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 1, the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act. | thank my Chairman, Mr.
OBEY, for his hard work and the hard work of
his staff on the Appropriations Committee’s
portion of the bill, and | thank the other com-
mittee chairs and staff for their work on the
other portions of this bill.
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This recovery package is the first crucial
step in a concerted effort to create and save
up to 4 million jobs and jumpstart our econ-
omy while transforming it for the 21st century.

As a former teacher and principal, | firmly
believe that education is the key to our na-
tion’s future. H.R. 1 makes bold investments
to provide children with a 21st century edu-
cation, create hundreds of thousands of edu-
cation related jobs, and build a top-notch
workforce trained for jobs of the future. The
bill includes $20 billion for school moderniza-
tion, $79 billion in state fiscal relief to prevent
the layoff of teachers and other cutbacks in
education, $13 billion to help disadvantaged
students reach high academic standards
through Title | grants, and $13 billion to help
special needs children succeed through IDEA
special education grants.

| had suggested some specific ideas that
could provide a significant “bang for our buck”
and stimulate the economy in the short-term
while also making a long-term investment in
education, which unfortunately did not make it
into the bill. In particular, | think there is value
in the idea of prizes for educational innovation
in areas of high need such as multimedia
video lessons, individualized interactive learn-
ing software, rigorous assessments that meas-
ure critical thinking and problem solving, longi-
tudinal data systems, and affordable portable
computers. Small investments in prizes for
achievements in each of these areas, $10 mil-
lion for each for a total of $50 million, can le-
verage private contributions immediately and
produce teaching tools that will be useful for
years to come. | plan to continue to seek sup-
port for this and other novel approaches to
education funding in the coming year.

As a representative from Silicon Valley, | am
pleased that the bill renews America’s invest-
ment in basic research and development and
in deploying new technologies, including
broadband internet access, into the market-
place. Internet connectivity is essential to giv-
ing everyone in America an equal chance to
succeed. One particular area deserving atten-
tion as we move forward is the usefulness of
broadband access for first responders. Presi-
dent Obama’s inauguration was incident free
because the Washington region’s first re-
sponders had access to a dedicated wireless
broadband network. Establishing similar sys-
tems around the country could generate jobs
and enhance public safety.

Silicon Valley has been focusing an ever
greater portion of its resources on developing
clean, efficient, renewable energy solutions,
and so | support the inclusion of investments
and incentives for the development and de-
ployment of both renewable energy and en-
ergy efficiency technologies. The steps we can
take to help reduce our dependence on fossil
fuels will both save people much needed
money and put people to work. Some are as
simple as installing attic insulation in insuffi-
ciently efficient homes, others are more tech-
nically advanced efforts to research and de-
velop new energy technologies. | am glad this
bill includes all of these.

| appreciate the inclusion of $300 million for
Diesel Emissions Reduction Act programs.
These grants and loans will put people to work
retrofitting vehicles and manufacturing the
needed equipment. Again, this is both a good
government measure, in that it will help
achieve clean air goals, and it is a temporary
stimulative effort. My only regret is the bill
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does not include even more funding—my state
of California alone can make use of $1.6 bil-
lion. If there is an opportunity to increase the
funding for DERA during conference, | would
support that effort.

In Silicon Valley, we face many of the same
transportation challenges as other commu-
nities across our nation—deteriorating roads
and bridges, traffic congestion, limited transit
capacity, and limited state and local funds that
are keeping construction workers out of work.
H.R. 1 will create more than 800,000 jobs na-
tionwide through investment in transportation,
with $30 billion for highway construction and
additional funding for transit and rail to reduce
traffic congestion.

In these difficult economic times, all Ameri-
cans are worried about the rising cost of
health care. H.R. 1 invests $20 billion in health
information technology, which will bring Silicon
Valley innovation to the health care field to cut
red tape, prevent medical mistakes, and help
reduce health care costs. As the saying goes,
“an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of
cure,” and this bill makes a real investment of
$3 billion in prevention, which will help reduce
health care spending, saving billions of dollars
per year. | note that a few diseases are sin-
gled out in the bill, and | have some concerns
that all of it could be taken up by HIV/AIDS
programs, and look forward to working with
Chairman OBEY and Secretary Daschle to en-
sure that some of the funding is available for
the Division of Viral Hepatitis in CDC.

| would like to express my thanks to Chair-
man OBEY for including of $1 billion in sorely
needed funding for the decennial census, par-
ticularly for the $150 million for expanded
communications and outreach programs. Not
only is this funding essential for good govern-
ment, but it will put people to work right away
in essential jobs. This funding is by definition
temporary because the Census is a periodic
effort, so it meets all the criteria for an eco-
nomic stimulus.

Finally, I would like to highlight an area that
is at the core of our current economic crisis,
housing affordability and the freeze up of the
credit markets. Well meaning efforts to de-
velop affordable housing are currently facing
significant challenges in getting started be-
cause they cannot find financing in today’s
credit markets. The Ways and Means Com-
mittee has included some provisions related to
the Low Income Housing Tax Credit programs
in the bill, including a grant program to help fill
the capital gap and get construction on these
projects started. | support the inclusion of ap-
propriations for this grant program to the level
needed so that these tax credits can provide
the benefit they were designed to deliver.

Again, | thank Chairman OBEY, Chairman
RANGEL, Chairman WAXMAN, and all of the
other committee chairs and their staff for their
hard work on this legislation and their efforts
to help all those across our nation who des-
perately need the programs included in this bill
and who are calling upon us to return our na-
tion’s economy return to health.

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Chair, | rise to
express my concerns about H.R. 1, the Amer-
ican Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.
They are concerns about its cost, estimated at
more than $1.1 trillion; its ability to really cre-
ate jobs stimulate our economy; and about the
procedure with which it was written and
brought before this House.

The Congressional Budget Office estimates
the cost of this legislation at $815 billion. But
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that is before we factor in the cost of the inter-
est payments—totaling $347 billion over the
next 10 years—that Americans will incur to fi-
nance this, the largest spending bill every
brought before Congress.

And what do we get for our “investment?”
Nobody knows how many jobs, if any, this leg-
islation will create. The Congressional Budget
Office estimates that only 15 percent of the
spending in this bill will even take place be-
tween now and the end of the fiscal year on
September 30th. The agency further estimates
that by the end of the next fiscal year on Sep-
tember 30, 2010 that just half of the funds pro-
vided in this legislation will be expended. One
can only wonder how this legislation, with the
intended goal of creating sustainable jobs, can
do so with such a slow obligation of funds.

Instead, this legislation puts our nation on
the hook by creating 32 new programs totaling
some $137 billion. This includes a $79 billion
State Fiscal Stabilization Fund at the Depart-
ment of Education which the State of Florida
| represent and our public schools and their
students will not even qualify for because of
the complicated formula under which the funds
will be given to the states.

How many jobs will these new programs
create? How would the money be spent? Who
would receive the money? These are all ques-
tions | would have asked if our Appropriations
Committee, which has the responsibility of
overseeing discretionary spending, had ever
held a single hearing on these programs. The
truth is, none of our subcommittees ever held
a hearing on any of the programs in this bill.
This legislation was drafted by a small handful
of members with little if any input from Repub-
lican members of this House.

President Obama met with the Republican
members of the House Tuesday to ask for bi-
partisan support for this stimulus legislation.
Instead, | sense there is bipartisan opposition
to the process under which we consider this
legislation. Democrats and Republicans alike
are on record as saying we should slow down
the process and do it right.

We need only look back four months ago to
the way in which the House and Senate han-
dled the $700 billion financial bailout to see
what happens when we act in haste, with little
deliberation, and virtually no input from the
members of Congress. We wind up with
wasteful federal programs, managed by gov-
ernment bureaucrats, with little or no over-
sight, and with few if any positive results.

Last year, we considered legislation to help
individual homeowners with their mortgages. |
supported that bill, because it tried to help
people keep their homes. Last October, we
considered legislation to bailout the financial
industry and financial executives. | voted
against that legislation twice because it was a
$700 billion mistake that did not help people.
Now we are on the verge of repeating that
mistake with a new $815 billion bailout that
likewise does little to help people get back on
their feet and find work.

Mr. Chair, no one in this chamber would
deny that our nation faces unprecedented eco-
nomic challenges in the days and months
ahead. Many of my colleagues in this House
who oppose this legislation want to provide
help to get Americans back to work. But we
want to do it the right way without driving our
nation further into the economic doldrums and
passing the debt on to our children and our
grandchildren.

H631

We also want to do so in a fiscally respon-
sible manner. The Congressional Budget Of-
fice, in its analysis of this legislation, con-
cluded that “federal agencies, along with
states and other recipients of that funding,
would find it difficult to properly manage and
oversee a rapid expansion of existing pro-
grams so as to expend the added funds as
quickly as they expend the resources provided
for their ongoing programs.”

Let us heed the calling of the American peo-
ple last November 4th. They asked us to put
the elections and politics behind us and start
working together to solve America’s problems.
President Obama came to Congress this week
to ask for our help. But we cannot help if we
do not have any input. We cannot help if we
have no committee hearings. We cannot help
if our subcommittees do not have a hand in
writing this legislation. And we cannot help if
we have little opportunity to amend this bill
when it is brought before the House. No legis-
lation is perfect, let alone one that will spend
$815 billion and create 32 new programs.

Mr. Chair, let us vote down this legislation to
send it back to the committees and signal that
the American people demand a thoughtful and
deliberative process in deciding how to spend
their hard earned dollars. This is their money,
not ours, and we have the responsibility to be
good stewards of it.

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Chair, | rise in support
of H.R. 1, American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act of 2009. This package will stimulate
our economy, provide relief to struggling indi-
viduals and small businesses, and create 3 to
4 million desperately needed jobs across our
country.

As of last week, the unemployment rate in
my state of North Carolina had jumped to 8.7
percent, the highest mark in a quarter century.
Each week, we hear more bad news about
employment, with North Carolina reporting
nearly 16,000 new claims in the last week. A
record of almost 400,000 North Carolinians
are currently unemployed but seeking work.
These rates are rising all across our country
while Americans continue to face a faltering
economy. In addition to the unemployed, there
are many who still have jobs but have seen
wages or hours cut. | have heard from North
Carolinians from across the Second District
about the urgent need for action. H.R. 1 ad-
dresses the need through strategic invest-
ments that will create new jobs and provide
tax relief for 95 percent of Americans.

As the former Superintendant of Schools in
North Carolina, | am especially pleased that
this recovery bill invests in our future by focus-
ing on education. | am pleased that H.R. 1 in-
cludes the America’s Better Classrooms Act
which provides tax credits to enable $25 billion
in school construction and modernization, an
initiative | have been working on with my col-
leagues for 12 years now. Along with $20 bil-
lion in grant funding, these tax credits will en-
able local communities to address over-
crowding and deteriorating classrooms and
make sure that students have facilities that
prepare them to enter the 21st Century work-
force. The tax credits will create 10,000 jobs
in North Carolina alone. In addition, H.R. 1
provides $21 billion for local school districts for
IDEA and education technology programs, as
well as $79 billion in state fiscal relief to pre-
vent cutbacks to key services including edu-
cation, a $500 increase to Pell Grants, and a
new tax credit to help students pay for higher
education costs.
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H.R. 1 will put Americans back to work with
strategic investments to create 3 to 4 million
jobs. This bill primes the economic pump by
investing in many of our top priorities. H.R. 1
provides billions of dollars to targeted infra-
structure projects like new schools, improved
bridges and roads, modernized public build-
ings, and expanded mass transit. These
projects will create thousands of jobs while
helping to bring our nation’s infrastructure into
the 21st Century.

H.R. 1 also helps our economy by investing
heavily in alternative and environmentally-
friendly energy, like the biofuels we grow and
produce in North Carolina. In addition to the
expansion of energy tax provisions like the
Production Tax Credit and Clean Renewable
Energy Bonds, this bill provides over $30 bil-
lion for transforming our energy distribution
and production systems and focuses on re-
newable energy and technology. H.R. 1 also
provides funds for energy efficient retrofitting
of public housing and buildings and
weatherizing homes. These initiatives boost a
critical sector of our slumping economy and
lessen our dependence on foreign oil.

As a Member of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, | am especially proud of the many tax
provisions included in H.R. 1 that will provide
immediate and much-needed relief to millions
of Americans. In fact, 95 percent of Americans
will receive tax relief that will show up directly
in their weekly paycheck through reduced
withholding. The “Making Work Pay” provision
in this recovery package will result in a refund-
able tax credit of up to $500 for working indi-
viduals and $1000 for married couples. This
bill also extends and expands critical tax
breaks like the Earned Income Tax Credit and
the child credit that target working Americans.
These provisions of provide relief to low and
middle income families while also putting dol-
lars back into the economy to support busi-
ness activity. H.R. 1 also provides tax relief to
the many small businesses that form the back-
bone of our economy. This recovery package
extends bonus depreciation for small busi-
nesses, allowing them to write-off more capital
expenses made through 2009. It also includes
5-year carryback of net operating losses which
extends the period of time businesses can use
to minimize their tax liability. Finally, H.R. 1
creates new bond initiatives that provide for
the recovery of cash-strapped state and local
governments and targets new bonds for the
economic recovery zones across the country
that need the funding the most.

This is a bold package that creates jobs,
spurs economic growth, and provides relief to
millions of struggling Americans. | support
H.R. 1, American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act of 2009, and | urge my colleagues to join
me in voting for its passage.

Mr. DICKS. Mr. Chair, the arts community in
America not only represents a tremendous
cultural resource, it also serves to create jobs
in local communities all across our nation, an
important factor as we consider federal efforts
to revive our economy. While some of my col-
leagues may still not realize the significant
number of people who are employed directly
and indirectly by the arts community in their
congressional districts, | have been encour-
aged by the vibrant debates we have had in
the House in recent years that have helped to
broaden the recognition of the arts sector as
a major contributor to the economic health of
our nation. | have participated in all of those

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

debates regarding the budget for the National
Endowment for the Arts, and | am proud that
the margin of support for the NEA has been
steadily increasing. One of the key factors in
increasing that margin has been the activism
of the arts community in stressing the eco-
nomic impact of local arts programming and
the jobs created through the growth and de-
velopment of museums, musical productions,
dance, theater and public art projects. In these
debates it has been emphasized that each
dollar the federal government provides to NEA
leverages another seven dollars in private
contributions, which in turn generate substan-
tial investment in local communities.

The NEA portion of this economic stimulus
legislation will fund small grants to non-profit
arts agencies that have been especially hard
hit by the economic crisis. The bill specifies
that $50 million is “to be distributed to projects
and activities which preserve jobs in the non-
profit arts sector threatened by declines in
philanthropic and other support.” These funds
are distributed either through formula grants to
the states or through the established competi-
tive review system at the NEA.

The non-profit arts sector includes local the-
aters, opera companies, orchestras, and other
visual arts and music programs. These pro-
grams play a vital role in all of our cities and
towns, representing an economic force with
annual revenues estimated at more than $166
billion, supporting 5.7 million jobs. This activity
results in billions of dollars in tax revenue on
the local, state and federal levels. In the Dis-
trict | represent in the State of Washington,
the latest study conducted by Americans for
the Arts found that there were 1,626 arts-re-
lated businesses which employ 4,646 people.

Unfortunately it is a sector of the economy
which has been inordinately impacted by the
severe economic downturn we have been ex-
periencing in this past year. Beyond ticket
sales and admissions revenues, this sector is
heavily dependent on philanthropic contribu-
tions and on local government support. The
downturn in the stock market during the last
year and the large declines in local and state
revenues have resulted in large cutbacks in
both of these sources of funding, and the re-
sult has been disastrous for many of our na-
tion’s arts agencies and programs.

We see tragic examples of how the eco-
nomic crisis has impacted the arts sector on a
regular basis. A few examples of this growing
problem include:

The Baltimore Opera Company has filed for
Chapter 11 bankruptcy and reduced its per-
formance schedule.

State support has been reduced for cultural
agencies with Florida reporting a 52 percent
reduction, South Carolina 25 percent and New
Jersey by 22 percent.

The Pasadena Symphony has curtailed its
season due to budget circumstances.

And large businesses such as General Mo-
tors have significantly reduced philanthropy for
the arts. In Detroit alone this reduction has
had a very negative impact on the Michigan
Opera Theater, the Detroit Music Hall for Per-
forming Arts and the Detroit Symphony.

The amount in this bill is intended to provide
small grants to try to restore some of the jobs
which have been lost in the arts communities
over the past year. | believe it's the right thing
to do . . . it is absolutely critical to maintain
these vital programs during times of personal
and economic crisis in our nation. In addition

January 28, 2009

to retaining jobs, these funds will support pro-
grams which provide entertainment and rich-
ness in the lives of our communities at a time
when they are badly needed. In the context of
this large economic stimulus legislation, | be-
lieve this is a prudent investment, and that it
will contribute measurably to restoring the fis-
cal health of our nation.

| also want to insert an article that questions
whether the stimulus package includes
$300,000 for a sculpture garden.

DOES THE STIMULUS PACKAGE REALLY

INCLUDE $300,000 FOR A SCULPTURE GARDEN?

As part of their attack on the Democratic-
led $835 billion economic stimulus package,
some Republicans have attempted to dis-
credit the plan by singling out examples of
what they consider the most outrageous
spending.

In an interview with Fox News on Jan. 23,
2009, Rep. Eric Cantor, the House Republican
Whip, said that in a meeting with President
Obama, Cantor asked if he ‘‘could use his in-
fluence on this process to try and get the
pork barrel spending out of the bill. I mean,
there’s $300,000 for a sculpture garden in
Miami.”

But do a word search on ‘‘sculpture’ in the
647-page stimulus bill now before the House
and you’ll come up blank. That’s because it’s
not in there.

So we asked Cantor’s office where he came
up with it.

Here’s how spokesman Neil Bradley ex-
plained it: The House stimulus bill includes
$50 million for the National Endowment for
the Arts. The bill states that the money
would be ‘‘distributed in direct grants to
fund arts projects and activities which pre-
serve jobs in the non-profit arts sector
threatened by declines in philanthropic and
other support during the current economic
downturn.”

It’s the lack of detail that particularly
bothers Cantor, Bradley said.

“We don’t know what they’re going to
spend it on,” Bradley said. ‘“There is no di-
rection to the NEA on how to spend it.”

So to give people an idea of how the NEA
spends its money, Cantor’s staff looked at
some recent grants awarded by the NEA.

And in 2008, the NEA gave $300,000 to the
Vizcaya Museum and Gardens in Miami to
restore an outdoor statuary. The Vizcaya es-
tate is one of the country’s most intact re-
maining examples from the American Ren-
aissance, a period when the very wealthy
built estates to look European. The $300,000
grant was to help restore some of the out-
door sculptures—statues, urns and foun-
tains—that had been severely deteriorating
due to South Florida’s salty, damp and sub-
tropical climate, not to mention the hurri-
canes.

But again, this was an NEA grant from last
year. It is not in the proposed $835 billion
stimulus package that is being pushed by
President Obama and congressional Demo-
crats. In fact, because the sculpture garden’s
money’s already been granted, it’s probably
pretty safe to say that this is one project
that specifically won’t be part of the spend-
ing.

We get the Cantor camp’s argument that
there are no specific projects tied to the
funding in the proposed NEA allotment.
When all is said and done, there may very
well be plenty of NEA projects that some
find objectionable or wasteful. This just isn’t
one of them.

Kirstin Brost, a spokeswoman for Rep.
Dave Obey, (D-Wis.), House Appropriations
Committee Chairman, defended the proposed
funding to the NEA.

‘“Artists need jobs just like everyone else,”
Brost said. “‘Fifty million out of $825 billion
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doesn’t seem like an extreme amount to sup-
port our artists.”

The bottom line here is that Cantor spe-
cifically identified the sculpture garden as
part of the stimulus package when it just
isn’t—which his staff acknowledges. And he
has made that false claim repeatedly. He was
quoted saying something similar in a Rich-
mond newspaper.

That’s not just sculpting the facts. That’s
Pants on Fire wrong.

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan. Mr. Chair,
the people of the 13th Congressional District
of Michigan, the State of Michigan, and our
nation voted for change. Perhaps more impor-
tantly, they want HOPE. The American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 is a begin-
ning, a down payment, on turning around eight
years worth of mismanagement, misunder-
standing, and missed opportunities with the
people’s purse. This bill, which will soon be
signed into law, is a bold, aggressive invest-
ment in Americans and American industry. |
enthusiastically and emphatically endorse and
support this bill and hope that the collective
wisdom of Congress ensures its quick pas-
sage.

Investing in our nation’s infrastructure not
only rebuilds the bridges, sewers, railroads,
streets, avenues, and buildings of our nation,
but it also delivers employment and develop-
ment opportunities. We must provide help,
healing, and hope to America’s urban and
rural communities, communities that have lost
more than 172 million jobs since November of
2008. Every billion dollars of investment in our
nation’s infrastructure will create 30,000 jobs.
Generating these jobs will provide cities and
counties with tax revenues that will help en-
sure police officers, teachers, firefighters, and
others have the resources they need to work
together to stabilize our communities. These
funds will also make our rail, highways, roads,
bridges, water, and electrical grid more flexible
and accessible to local officials and more af-
fordable and reliable for our nation’s senior
citizens and families. This new stimulus pack-
age includes several important components
valuable to families, businesses, and state and
local elected officials.

This bill has no earmarks and it is not a per-
fect bill. | would have preferred a newer
version of the Comprehensive Employment
Training Act (CETA) that provided so many
jobs to so many people in the late 1980s. |
hoped for stronger “Buy American” language
for our automobile manufacturers and steel,
concrete, asphalt, and aggregate suppliers. As
Congress moves forward, | will continue to
fight for these programs. However, this bill is
a down payment to the American people and
American business.

This bill contains an increase in the Food
Stamp Program, the most efficient and effec-
tive economic stimulus of all. According to the
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, “food
stamps are one of the most effective forms of
economic stimulus because low-income indi-
viduals generally spend their available re-
sources on meeting their daily needs, such as
shelter, food, and transportation. Therefore,
every dollar in food stamps that a low-income
family receives enables the family to spend an
additional dollar on food or other items. USDA
research has found that $1 in food stamps
generates $1.84 in total economic activity.”
With 37 million Americans living in poverty and
250,000 homeless veterans sleeping in our
streets, Congress’ increase in the Food Stamp
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program means very simply that people will be
able to eat.

Today, the unemployment rate in many cit-
ies is over than eight percent. The American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act focuses on
addressing the needs of those who need as-
sistance most by supporting initiatives that will
create jobs, keep families in their homes, and
provide all Americans with access to
healthcare and higher education.

The bill contains an increase in The Supple-
mental Security Income (SSI) program. This
program, which provides basic income support
to poor elderly individuals and people with dis-
abilities, is so desperately needed by our sen-
iors and those with physical or mental chal-
lenges. How is this an economic stimulus?
Again, according to the Center on Budget and
Policy Priorities, “because the beneficiaries of
this payment have very low incomes, they are
likely to spend the additional payment quickly,
thereby providing effective stimulus.”

The Emergency Shelter Grant program, ad-
ministered by HUD, provides formula grants to
states and municipalities that may be used for
homelessness prevention, emergency shel-
ters, and street outreach. Twenty-five percent
of the funds go to states; the rest go to our cit-
ies and counties. These grants are des-
perately needed in Michigan, a state with one
of the highest rates of home foreclosure in our
nation. These grants directly help families
avoid homelessness, pay overdue rent or util-
ity bills, and relocate into new apartments and
homes. These funds are typically spent very,
very quickly, therefore boosting the local econ-
omy. The Workforce Investment Act (WIA)
provides funds to cities and counties for job
training and employment services for dis-
located workers, youth, and adults.

This bill contains $300 billion worth of tax
cuts that will enable businesses to hire em-
ployees. It extends bonus depreciation that al-
lows businesses to recover the cost of capital
expenditures over time according to a depre-
ciation schedule. This measure also extends
[expands] small business expensing, which
helps small businesses quickly recover the
cost of specific capital expenses by choosing
to write-off the cost of these expenses in the
year of acquisition in lieu of recovering these
costs over time through depreciation. Most im-
portantly, the bill has a tax cut that promotes
the hiring of unemployed veterans and discon-
nected youth. Under current law, businesses
are allowed to claim a work opportunity tax
credit equal to 40 percent of the first $6,000
of wages paid to employees of one of nine tar-
geted groups. The bill would create two new
targeted groups of prospective employees: un-
employed veterans and disconnected youth.
Furthermore, ninety-five percent of all Ameri-
cans will receive a tax break because of this
bill.

This bill gives local elected leaders authority
to oversee and administer the distribution of
contracts, jobs, and funds. Local officials, par-
ticularly mayors and county executives, face
severe and significant financial constraints as
they try to resolve issues plaguing their com-
munities. Congress has determined that a sig-
nificant portion of the stimulus funds must re-
main in the hands of local government officials
to ensure that we support people who need
jobs and businesses that need contracting op-
portunities.

This bill allows small businesses and busi-
nesses owned by women and minorities to be
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able to compete fairly for contracts as primary
contractors as we rebuild our country. Too
often, these businesses are entirely excluded
from the process or awarded smaller sub-
contracts by larger companies that receive the
majority of the contracts. Qualified minority-
and women-owned businesses must receive
opportunities to compete and become primary
contractors where possible. This bill does that.
| am proud that this bill includes specific provi-
sions that will ensure that qualified minority-
and women-owned businesses will be able to
compete and win.

Furthermore, we must promote green jobs,
which are the future of our cities, counties,
and states. We must explore renewable
sources of energy, including wind, solar, bio-
mass, and geothermal energy. We obtain
more than 70% of the oil that we use from for-
eign sources; to ensure our protection, we
must become more energy independent. By
retrofitting buildings so that they are energy-ef-
ficient, developing “smart” electric grids, and
extending local and state commuter rail, mass
transit, and freight railroads, we can create an
additional two million jobs, according to the
Center for American Progress. We can also
preserve the planet for future generations,
which will strengthen national security. | am
proud to have helped to lead the fight for Ad-
vanced Battery technology funding that will
preserve American jobs in Michigan for the
Big Three. | am also proud of the fact that this
bill includes funding that will rebuild and ret-
rofit our nation’s public schools using green
technology and American steel and iron.

Finally, we must make sure that 100% of
the stimulus plan dollars uses American steel,
lumber, electronics, cement, asphalt, and
other materials, services, and workers. This
will stimulate the growth and development of
American companies and industries. This
uniquely American investment in our people
and products will rebuild our nation, revitalize
our communities, renew our spirit, offer finan-
cial support to cities, and put unemployed
people back to work. While the “Buy Amer-
ican” provisions in this bill are a good start, |
will continue to work during the 111th Con-
gress for even stronger provisions that ensure
that American automobiles are used at Amer-
ican embassies throughout the world, that
American steel and iron is poured for our
bridges and buildings, and that Americans get
the jobs that are fueled with American tax dol-
lars.

| am proud to serve the people of the 13th
Congressional District and the entire State of
Michigan as part of this historic 111th Con-
gress. We must use this moment to generate
the momentum needed to improve America’s
infrastructure. We must increase contracting
opportunities to local businesses, stimulate fi-
nancial investments that will create jobs for
local citizens, and give hope to all Americans
as we rebuild America together.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act is a timely, targeted, and tremendous first
step as Congress works to right the fiscal fol-
lies of the past eight years. This bill is not the
conclusion, but the beginning, of the hope,
change, and challenge that our President,
Barack Obama, illustrated in his Inauguration
Address a little more than a week ago. Con-
gress must pass this bill so that we can pre-
serve a future not only for ourselves, but for
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our children and our children’s children. Amer-
ica has not been at such an economic preci-
pice, and Congress has not had such an eco-
nomic challenge since the Great Depression.
In the past three months, almost two million
jobs have been lost; the stock market con-
tinues its downward death spiral; food banks
cannot keep up with the demand from home-
less families, seniors, and children; home fore-
closures are skyrocketing; and more impor-
tantly, the American people demand results.
As the Bible says, and the President stated in
his Inauguration Address, it is time for us—
Congress and Americans—to put away child-
ish things. It is time for Congress to pass the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of
2009.

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Chair, we have before us
an $825 billion bill (H.R. 1). With a figure this
large it is a little hard to get our hands around
how much this is. One way to look at it is that
it amounts to spending $7,052 for every family
in America. Looked at another way this is
enough money to pay for four years of college
tuition to a private college for every senior
graduating from high school this year and next
and still have $150 billion left over. $825 bil-
lion is larger than the economies of all but
10% of the countries in the world.

As we consider this level of spending we
must view it in the context of our current out
of control federal spending. Just three weeks
ago, the non-partisan Congressional Budget
Office (CBO) projected that the federal gov-
ernment will have a $1.2 trillion deficit this
year. This amounts to 8.3% of the Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP) which is far higher than
the pervious record of 5.9% set in 1934 at the
height of the Great Depression. In 2009, one
out of every three dollars that the federal gov-
ernment will spend will be borrowed and our
grandchildren will be stuck with the bill. And
these figures do not even factor in the $825
billion in this bill. No country has ever bor-
rowed and spent its way into prosperity, which
is what this bill proposes to do. Adding further
to this deficit as this bill does is unthinkable.

| appreciate the frankness of my Democrat
Chairman, Rep. KANJORSKI (D-PA) who said
of his own party “I think we’ve lost our way.
.. .” He went on to add, “I think, to a large
extent, many of the parts of the stimulus are
programs that are going to take years and
years and years to accomplish . . .”

After examining the bill and CBO’s analysis,
| couldn’t agree more with my colleague. In
fact, CBO estimates that only 7% of the “stim-
ulus” will be spent in 2009. They report that
only 38% of the stimulus money will be spent
in the first 2 years, leaving over 60% to be
spent three or more years down the road. In
fact $3 billion will not be spent until 2019—ten
years from now. How does spending money
ten years from now or even three years from
now stimulate the economy today? Clearly,
those writing this bill in the Speaker’s office
are out of control.

We were told that a stimulus should focus
on “shovel-ready” initiatives that are ready to
go. But less than 4% of the total cost of this
legislation consists of highway projects.

This bill includes $5 billion for the Public
Housing Capital Fund. Yet, this fund already
has an unspent balance of $7 billion. H.R. 1
also appropriates $1 billion for Community De-
velopment Block Grant program, yet this pro-
gram currently has $23 billion in unspent
funds. Why is this Congress adding spending
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to these cash rich accounts? If they were seri-
ous about stimulating the economy Congress
should simply make them spend the money
they already have. H.R. 1 takes steps to roll-
back provisions aimed at stopping ACORN—
a group charged with voter fraud—from getting
federal housing funds. Some of the spending
is this bill parading as stimulus—like family
planning spending—has little to do with stimu-
lating the economy and more to do with open-
ing the U.S. Treasury to political allies.

| am concerned that this bill has welfare
payments parading as tax cuts. Tax cuts are
supposed to go to those who pay taxes. H.R.
1 proposes to provide $145 billion in tax cuts
for working families. However, on closer in-
spection we find out that $45 billion of what is
labeled as a tax cut is instead a payment from
the U.S. taxpayers to those who do not pay
taxes. Furthermore, the bill increases the
refundability of the child tax credit by $18 bil-
lion—increasing the child tax credit payment to
those who don’t pay taxes.

Let me also say that | appreciate all of the
talk about the need to work together in a bi-
partisan fashion. | was pleased that several
Republican amendments were adopted when
portions of this bill were considered in several
Congressional Committees. | was deeply dis-
appointed that a number of the Republican
Amendments disappeared from the bill be-
tween the time it was passed in committee
and brought to the House floor for a vote. Bi-
partisanship is supposed to be a two-way
street, not simply a demand to show biparti-
sanship by accepting the Speakers bill.

If we really want to stimulate the economy
we should focus on what actually creates jobs
in the country—small businesses. Small busi-
nesses create 70% of the new jobs in Amer-
ica. Unfortunately, this bill does virtually noth-
ing to help small businesses.

I will be voting against the speaker’s bill and
in support of the Republican substitute. The
bill that | am voting for will lower the 10% tax
rate to 5% and the 15% tax rate to $10%. This
will give all taxpaying Americans a tax cut. It
will leave money in their pockets that they can
use it to meet their own family expenses. We
include small business tax relief, including a
provision allowing small businesses to write off
up to $250,000 in capital expenditures. We ex-
tend unemployment benefits through 2009 and
we exempt these payments from income
taxes. We also include other job-creating pro-
visions and we do so without raising anyone’s
taxes. | have also cosponsored legislation that
would reduce the 28% tax rate to 23%. This
will cut taxes for individual and job-creating
small businesses.

Lower taxes, not higher borrowing, spending
and debt will put our economy back on track.
| urge my colleagues to vote for lower taxes
and against higher spending and debt.

Mr. BACA. Mr. Chair, | rise today to voice
my strong support for H.R. 1, The American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

The United States is in the middle of its
worst economic crisis in a generation.

In my district, in the Inland Empire of Cali-
fornia—we have the fifth highest rate of fore-
closures in the nation; and the unemployment
rate has soared above 10%.

Too many working families are caught in
this economic tsunami;

Everyday that we sit by and do nothing—
more families are losing their jobs, their
homes, and their piece of the American
Dream.
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We must act boldly, and we must act quick-
ly.
yH.Fi. 1 contains the right mix of targeted
government spending; and tax cuts to Amer-
ican workers and business—that will create 4
million jobs and get our economy moving
again!

As Chairman of the Agriculture Sub-
committee on nutrition—I am especially
pleased that the stimulus package includes a
$20 billion increase in SNAP funding.

This will help to put additional food on the
table for over 30 million hungry people!

It will also immediately stimulate our econ-
omy. USDA economists estimate that this in-
crease will result in $36 billion in new eco-
nomic activity.

| urge my colleagues to support struggling
families—and not sit idly by in this time of cri-
sis. Vote yes on H.R. 1.

Mr. STARK. Mr. Chair, | rise in support of
H.R. 1, the “American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act of 2009.”

American families are facing dire economic
conditions. In my state of California, unem-
ployment is nearing 10% and tens of thou-
sands of families are losing their homes each
month. Nationwide, family budgets and state
budgets are stretched to the breaking point.
Parents are forced to decide whether to pay
for health care or the utility bill, while school
districts contemplate laying-off teachers and
state welfare and Medicaid caseloads expand.
This crisis demands bold action to get people
working again, strengthen our safety net, and
build infrastructure for the 21st Century.

| am not a proponent of all of the provisions
in this bill—especially the ill-conceived cor-
porate tax breaks that will do nothing to create
jobs or jump-start our economy. The good,
however, greatly outweighs the bad.

Among the good, | count the necessary
spending to bolster state Medicaid, Unemploy-
ment Insurance and Food Stamps programs.
Economists tell us that these steps are some
of the most effective ways to stimulate the
economy. These provisions allow resources to
go directly to individuals who have been hurt
by the recession and to bolster weakened
state budgets.

This package will also create jobs right
away by funding “shovel ready” projects to im-
prove mass transit, rebuild bridges and roads,
modernize our water systems, retrofit energy
inefficient buildings, and create a clean energy
infrastructure.

To ensure that our children are ready to
compete in a global economy, this legislation
makes bold investments in education. These
investments include funding for school mod-
ernization, an expansion of the successful
Early Head Start program, child care assist-
ance for an additional 300,000 children, in-
creased Pell Grants and refundable education
tax credits for college students, and a State
Fiscal Stabilization Fund to prevent teacher
layoffs.

As Chairman of the Ways and Means
Health Subcommittee, | am most excited
about the health components we’ve included
in this legislation. When President Obama
signs this bill, he will do more to advance the
cause of repairing our broken health system
than the previous Administration did in eight
long years.

By investing $20 billion in health information
technology, this act puts us on a path to a
modern health care delivery system that im-
proves patient outcomes, increases provider
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efficiency, and decreases the cost of health
care for all. In fact, the Congressional Budget
Office tells us that this bill will incentivize 90%
of America’s doctors and 70% of hospitals to
adopt electronic health records—resulting in
lower health costs for both the public and pri-
vate sectors.

| have received letters in support of this sec-
tion from groups that include the American
Hospital Association, Families USA, Health
Care for America Now, the Healthcare Leader-
ship Council, Information Technology Associa-
tion of America, the Coalition for Patient Pri-
vacy, and many others. For example, Dr. John
Halamka, Dean of Technology at Harvard
Medical School recently wrote about this legis-
lation that: “With appropriate policies and re-
quirements to implement Interoperable, cer-
tified EHRs, the dream of a fully electronic
healthcare system in the US will move forward
more in the next few years than in my entire
career to date.”

Not only will this investment in health IT im-
prove our health care system, but it will create
high tech jobs for those who develop, train,
and utilize the software—one study estimates
that 30,000 jobs will be created for every $1
billion spent.

| am proud of the work that has gone into
the health IT portion of this bill to invest in
modernizing our health system, and | am ex-
cited about the enormous advantage this gives
us as we move later this year to reform our
health care system to cover everyone in
America.

This bill also takes important steps to pro-
tect the health insurance of workers who have
lost their jobs due to this economic crisis.

COBRA health continuation coverage is a
lifeline for many people between jobs, but as
anyone who has ever been on COBRA knows,
it is expensive. On average, the monthly pre-
mium for COBRA coverage is $1069—an
amount that exceeds many people’s entire un-
employment check.

This bill contains a 65% COBRA subsidy for
up to 12 months for people who have been in-
voluntarily terminated as a result of the reces-
sion. Because COBRA doesn’t cover every-
one, the bill also includes an option for states
to temporarily open their Medicaid program—
with 100% federal funding—to provide health
coverage for unemployed workers and their
families. Together, these provisions are pro-
jected to protect the health care of more than
8 million Americans.

In addition, this bill recognizes the special
difficulties facing older and long time workers
in a recession. It provides the ability for these
workers to extend COBRA coverage beyond
the standard 18 months until such time as
they have obtained new group coverage or
have become eligible for Medicare. This provi-
sion has no cost to the government, but will
provide what could be the only opportunity for
longtime workers to maintain their health cov-
erage.

There is no doubt that the economic hole
our country has been put into is deep. We will
not pull ourselves out of it overnight. But the
legislation before us today will provide a direct
jolt to our economy and will protect those fam-
ilies who are struggling to get by. This is the
kind of bold action that Americans voted for
last November, and | urge all my colleagues to
support this bill and get it to President Obama
to be signed into law.
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Mr. KIND. Mr. Chair, | rise today in support
of H.R. 1, the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act of 2009.

Our country is in the midst of a crisis unlike
anything we have seen since the Great De-
pression. The number of Americans filing for
unemployment rose for every state last month,
and the numbers for January are not prom-
ising. Our credit markets are still frozen,
meaning businesses on Main Street are not
able to borrow to make payroll. Manufacturing
production has hit a 28-year low. Individuals
and families are not able to pay their bills and
all the while have watched their retirement ac-
counts dwindle.

The bill before us today attempts to remedy
these problems with a timely, targeted, and
temporary stimulus program to get the econ-
omy up and running again, while at the same
time addressing the negative effects that the
current recession has had on individual Ameri-
cans. This is not a time for Congress to be
timid; we need bold action on several fronts to
get people back to work and get the economy
back on track. This plan is a nationwide effort
to create jobs by investing in clean energy,
health care, education and infrastructure, while
cutting taxes for American families and busi-
nesses.

As a member of the House Ways & Means
Committee, | am proud of the work that we did
in assembling our part of the larger stimulus
bill. Our plan provides tax relief to working
families, assistance with healthcare costs, and
extended and enhanced unemployment. The
plan also gives small and large businesses tax
incentives to hire people and purchase new
capital.

Specifically, H.R. 1 includes a tax cut to 95
percent of all Americans through a refundable
tax credit of $500 for individuals and $1000 for
families. Instead of a refund check in the mail,
workers will see an uptick in each of their pay-
checks when the tax cut takes effect. This will
provide extra money each pay period for work-
ers to purchase essential needs like food,
clothing, and gas.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act also includes several small business tax
items that will help stimulate the economy.
Specifically, the bill contains an extension of
bonus depreciation and small business ex-
pensing that was proven to be effective after
the first stimulus bill was passed in January
2007. The bill also includes a provision that al-
lows businesses that have suffered a net op-
erating loss to carry back that loss to offset
their current year’s tax liability.

| would like to commend the Senate Fi-
nance Committee for including a provision that
| have long championed in their version of this
legislation. The provision would allow S cor-
porations that convert from C status to sell as-
sets they held at the time of conversion after
7 years—instead of 10, as required under cur-
rent law—uwithout incurring the 35% “built-in
gains” (BIG) tax. This fix, which appeared in
my broader S Corporation Modernization Act
of 2007 (H.R. 4840), would temporarily re-
lease capital that is sorely needed by small
businesses today. In fact, according to IRS
statistics, hundreds of thousands of S corpora-
tions are potentially sitting on billions of dollars
in appreciated assets that they cannot access
or redeploy due to the prohibitive tax implica-
tions of the BIG tax. | look forward to working
with Speaker PELOSI and Chairman RANGEL to
ensure that BIG relief remains in the final re-
covery package sent to President Obama.
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In addition to the many important tax provi-
sions included in the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act, the bill also makes mean-
ingful and important changes in our health
care system. First, this legislation moves our
hospitals and doctors towards a nationwide
interoperable electronic health records system,
a step that will not only improve the quality of
care provided in this country but will help us
all save money.

It is my hope that in implementing the Act’s
health information technology (HIT) provisions,
Secretary-nominee Daschle will strike a care-
ful balance on privacy standards to ensure
that patients’ personal health information is
fully protected without precluding important ac-
tivities from moving forward, such as quality
improvement efforts, medical research, and
outcomes-based reimbursement. In addition,
as HIT adoption progresses under this legisla-
tion, it is crucial that Congress remains vigilant
to ensure that all providers—especially those
in rural areas, such as critical access hos-
pitals—do not fall behind. We must not allow
a technology divide to emerge in this country’s
health care system.

In addition to the investment in HIT, H.R. 1
also includes important funding for compara-
tive effectiveness research, a crucial step that
we must take if we are to move this country
towards a value and outcomes based health
care system. By arming both patients and pro-
viders with the best available information, we
can ensure that data and the clinical evidence
are guiding the care that is given. With both
HIT and comparative effectiveness research in
place, we can finally begin to control the over-
utilization and poor decision-making that have
pushed the cost of health care in this country
to untenable levels.

As critically important as the investments
under the American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act are to digging this country out of re-
cession and economic stagnation, we must
not use it as an opportunity to abandon fiscal
discipline. In fact, the causes and roots of this
financial crisis make it more important now
than it ever has been to get the federal budget
and our long-term unfunded obligations under
control. Once our economy returns to stable
footing, | would strongly urge Congress and
President Obama to undertake significant
budget reform efforts to ensure that we are
not leaving a legacy of debt for our children
and grandchildren.

Our current economic crisis is an extraor-
dinary challenge, but also an extraordinary op-
portunity. If this country is to successfully ad-
dress the many, serious challenges we are
currently facing—from an expensive and fail-
ing health care system, to the need for a
greater reliance on American-made renewable
energy—we cannot be blind to fiscal realities.
We must take a serious, thoughtful approach
to the money we both collect and spend as a
federal government.

| know that many are skeptical of this plan
before us today. | am skeptical as well.
Though this package may not be perfect, | do
not believe we have the luxury to wait as more
Americans lose their jobs every day. This bill
provides a shot in the arm for our economy
which will start lifting the spirits of Americans
and stop the oncoming economic chaos.

Mr. Chair, | support this important legislation
that will jump start our economy and get
Americans back to work.

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Mr.
Chair, there is no debate that the economy is
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in serious trouble and it is clear that quick, re-
sponsible action must be taken to ensure
struggling American families will be able to re-
bound from the current recession. What is
even clearer is the package, which will ulti-
mately be signed by the President, will not
help struggling Americans nearly fast enough.
Rather, it devotes billions of dollars to special
interest groups’ pet projects and commits vast
sums of money to long term spending prior-
ities that do nothing to stimulate the economy.
What the American people need is a package
that is timely, targeted, and temporary, which
is why | am voting against H.R. 1, the Amer-
ican Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

This massive piece of legislation—equiva-
lent to the entire yearly discretionary budget of
the U.S. Congress—was developed in haste,
behind closed doors, and without the input
that was promised to the Minority party in
Congress. The bill represents a litany of pork
barrel spending that will do nothing to help
hard working American families struggling to
make ends meet. For example, this bill con-
tains $600 million to buy new cars for the fed-
eral government, $50 million to fund the Na-
tional Endowment of the Arts, $44 million to
repair the U.S. Department of Agriculture
Headquarters, $400 million for NASA to con-
duct climate change research, and $335 mil-
lion for sexually transmitted disease education
and prevention programs. These items rep-
resent an increase in government spending,
not job creation. Further, the bill creates 32
more government programs, directs $248 bil-
lion in mandatory spending, and according to
the non-partisan Congressional Budget Office,
only 40 percent of the discretionary funds will
be spent in the next year and a half.

All in all, based on the Democrats’ esti-
mation of the number of jobs they wish to cre-
ate with this legislation, Congress will be
spending $275,000 per job created or saved.
Americans should be asking; how will we pay
for all this spending once the economy recov-
ers? The fact remains that once this bill be-
comes law, the total federal deficit will be ap-
proaching $2 trillion. We must make sure that
the relief we provide is immediate, effective,
and temporary.

To accomplish this we must focus the stim-
ulus on providing tax relief to struggling fami-
lies and small businesses. Small businesses
remain the life blood of the American economy
and we must ensure that resources are in
place to allow them to thrive. House Repub-
licans propose to allow small businesses to
take a tax deduction equal to 20% of their in-
come, and allowing businesses to write asset
depreciation off on their taxes at an acceler-
ated rate, which will immediately free up funds
for small businesses to retain and hire new
employees. This is in addition to retaining the
net operating loss carryback and expensing
for small businesses, currently contained in
the bill. To ensure business only hire legal
workers and U.S. citizens, | am pleased the
bill includes a four year reauthorization of the
E-verify program and will work to make it man-
datory and permanent.

Rather than a refundable credit based on
payroll taxes, House Republicans propose re-
ducing the lowest individual tax rates from
15% to 10% and from 10% to 5% As a result
every taxpaying-family in America will see an
immediate increase in their income with an av-
erage benefit of $500 in tax relief from the
drop in the 10% bracket and $1,200 for the
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drop in the 15% bracket. A married couple fil-
ing jointly could save up to $3,200 a year in
taxes. The Alternative Minimum Tax is again
threatening to affect millions of middle class
Americans and needs to be addressed imme-
diately so taxpayers can be confident that this
burdensome tax will not strike them this year.
Additionally, House Republicans propose to
make unemployment benefits tax free so that
those individuals between jobs can focus on
providing for their families.

The stimulus proposal pending in Congress
includes record levels of government spending
that will substantially increase the current def-
icit. As stewards of the economy, Congress
must ensure that the proposals adopted here
are the most effective at turning the economy
around. Wasteful spending and new govern-
ment programs will only place the American
people at a greater risk in the future. Ameri-
cans deserve a stimulus package that ad-
dresses their needs, not a stimulus package
that devotes millions of dollars to pet projects
and interest group demands.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Chair, | rise today
to express my deep disappointment at a
missed opportunity in this Stimulus Bill. Before
us is a package that many claim will stimulate
the American economy and create jobs. But
we are on the verge of losing thousands of
highly skilled American jobs and this bill has
done nothing to address the situation.

As Ranking Member of the Science and
Technology Committee, | am particularly con-
cerned about a section aimed at the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration. As
many of us are aware, NASA is currently on
a path to retire the Space Shuttle in 2010 and
develop the next generation launch system,
but without sufficient funding that replacement
system cannot be ready before 2015 at the
earliest. During this five year gap, America will
pay cash to Russia to provide transportation
for our astronauts to our International Space
Station.

The bill calls for $600 million, but none of
that money will help close this impending gap.
This one-time addition will not keep an esti-
mated 5,600 jobs from disappearing during the
gap, and it will not reduce our dependency on
and payments to Russia. | want to be clear—
because this bill fails to include funding to re-
duce the gap, we will be forced to lay off high
tech workers in the United States while we are
paying Russia to do the job that these Amer-
ican workers used to do.

Many Members of Congress have been
concerned by this situation. Last year's NASA
Authorization Bill passed the House with a re-
sounding vote of 409-15 and authorized an
additional $1 billion to accelerate the develop-
ment of the shuttle follow-on—known as Con-
stellation System. Unless the Constellation
System can be delivered sooner than 2015,
we stand to lose thousands of highly-skilled
aerospace jobs that will be very difficult and
costly to replace. The sooner these systems
are developed the sooner we eliminate our re-
liance on the Russians for access to the Inter-
national Space Station, and give our Nation
the systems necessary to explore beyond low-
Earth orbit to the Moon and beyond.

Keeping American tax dollars working for us
here at home would stimulate the creation of
highly-skilled, well-paid jobs in this country.
Furthermore these types of investments in our
Nation’s space transportation infrastructure
would continue to pay dividends and have
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large multiplier effects throughout the econ-
omy by stimulating high-tech manufacturing
and networks of suppliers around the country.
It is exactly the kind of thing that should be
part of this “stimulus package.” Not funding
the acceleration of the Constellation Systems
represents a failure of our national leadership
that will be paid for on the backs of American
aerospace workers and with a loss of our in-
dustrial competitiveness against our inter-
national competitors.

It makes me sick that we are bailing out
failed banks and corporations while ignoring
the support of a successful Spa